
William “Bill” Schifino Jr., 
President-elect of The Florida 
Bar, will be our guest speaker at 

our next membership meeting. Schi-
fino will update us on the progress 
of the Board of Governors’ review of 
reports and recommendations from 
the Vision 2016 study addressing the 
future of the practice of law. He will 
also discuss the Bar’s preparation for 
the upcoming convening of Florida’s 
Constitution Revision Commission. 

While reciprocity and technologi-
cal competence will have already been 

discussed by the 
Board of Gover-
nors by the time 
of our meeting, 
there are many 
other discus-
sions occurring 
as an outgrowth 
of Vision 2016, 
such as support-
ing younger 
lawyers, address-
ing legal educa-

tion in Florida, and the increased 
provision of nonlawyer legal services 
using new technologies. The outcome 
of these discussions will shape how we 
practice law in the years to come. You 
do not want to miss this informative 
discussion.

Schifino will be joining us from 
Tampa, where he is the managing 
partner of the Tampa office of Burr & 
Forman, LLP. He is board-certified in 
the area of business litigation, and he 
will become President of The Florida 
Bar on July 1, 2016. 

The Oct. 30 luncheon meeting will 
be held at Michael’s on East beginning 
at noon. We gratefully acknowledge 
our corporate sponsor,  Kerkering 
Barberio & Co.  
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By PATRICK MCARDLE 
Grossman, Roth and Partridge

To some, retirement might mean 
strong frozen drinks and golf. But 
if you think “retirement” means 

that to Judge Lee Haworth, you don’t 
know him. You really should get to 
know him. Judge Haworth may be 
withdrawing from the judgeship he 
has held since 1989, but it is clear he 
is marshaling his forces for many more 
battles to come.

The original meaning of “retire” 
comes from the battlefield. Retire 
meant to withdraw from battle. For 
Judge Haworth, who is a retired 
Lieutenant Colonel and former 
Commander of the 199th Judge 
Advocate General Detachment, this 
definition fits. He served as Chief 
of U.S. Central Command’s War 
Crimes Documentation during Opera-
tion Desert Storm, led the U.S. joint 
services investigation of Iraqi war 
crimes in the Kuwait Theater of Oper-
ations, and co-authored the official 
section of the Department of Defense 
report on Iraqi war crimes in Kuwait 
for the Secretary of Defense and Joint 
Chiefs of Staff.

Judge Haworth’s service to coun-
try is in keeping with his service to 
our community. Born and raised in 
Sarasota, Judge Haworth has served 
as a judge for 26 years. You do not 
need to take my word for it. The 
Florida Supreme Court honored Judge 
Haworth on Aug. 4 with the Chief 
Justice Award for Judicial Excellence, 
cataloging his vast and impressive 
accomplishments.

I asked Judge Haworth to look 

Judge Haworth: A great future on the bench

back and tell me about his childhood 
mentors. He told a story about one 
of his first great mentors, Charlie 
Cleland. Charlie coached the football 
team at Sarasota High School, where 
Judge Haworth played linebacker. 
Judge Haworth weighed 145 pounds 
soaking wet. For you non-football 
fans, let’s just say this size is not ideal 
for a football career. 

Not surprisingly, Judge Haworth 
hung up his cleats. After considering 
dentistry and teaching, he chose to 
become a lawyer. In his early days, 
Judge Haworth served as the chief 

SECOND OF TWO PARTS

At the Annual Florida Bar Convention 
in June, the Florida Bar recognized 
attorneys with 50 years of service to 
the Bar. Four of this year’s honorees 
were members of the SCBA: Clyde 
Wilson Jr., Robert Johnson, Anne 
Stinnett, and David Band. In Part 2 
of our feature, colleagues of Stinnett 
and Band shared the following stories 
about their friends and mentors.

Anne Stinnett: A woman  
who believed in herself

After passing the Bar in 1965, 
divorced with two children, Anne 
Stinnett forged her way in what 

was then a man’s world. The only 
woman in her graduating class at 
Stetson University College of Law 
and only the second female attorney 

prosecutor in the State Attorney’s 
Office. He also joined the first class of 
lawyers to receive board certification 
as a civil trial lawyer. With experience 
as a lawyer on both the criminal and 
civil sides, which would be exceedingly 
rare in today’s era of specialization, he 
became a judge in 1989. 

Of course, when Coach Charlie 
caught up to his undersized linebacker 
all those years later, he brought Judge 
Haworth back down to size, joking: “I 
always knew you’d have a great future 
on the bench.”  That joke turned out 

Reception to mark 
Jan Jung’s retirement

Join us as we honor Jan Jung 
for her 26 years of service as 
Executive Director of the Sarasota 

County Bar Association.  An open-
house retirement reception will be 
held on Thursday, Oct. 15, from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at Michael’s on East. Call 
the SCBA office today to RSVP.

Florida Bar’s 
incoming 
president  is 
Oct. speaker

Celebrating 50 years of dedication to the law

Among those joining in the festivities for retiring Judge Lee E. Haworth (center) were (left to right):
Mistress of Ceremonies Charlie Ann Syprett, SCBA President Hunter Carroll, SCBA Secretary Chip Gaylor,  
MCBA Immediate Past President Jeffrey Goethe, Senior Judge Nancy Donnellan, Chief Judge Charles Williams, 
Retired Judge Durand Adams and Court Administrator Walt Smith.

Jonathan 
Whitney, Esq. 
Lutz, Bobo & 
Telfair, P.A.

handled not in the boardroom, but 
by handshake upon a chance meeting 
on the street. Life at the courthouse 
was easy. If the judge assigned to her 
case was not available, she scoured 
the halls for another judge to sign her 
proposed orders. She also recalls with 
pleasure the Sarasota Bar meetings at 
The Plaza Restaurant, where more fun 
was had than business.

While Anne and Bob eventually 
divorced, Anne found her niche in 
Probate and Estate Planning. She 
worked as a sole practitioner for 
most of her career because she did 
not have to answer to a boss and 
was able to devote time to pro bono 
and community service. Throughout 
Anne’s career, she was a tremendous 
lawyer, a pioneer for women’s issues, 
and a community leader. 

William “Bill” 
Schifino Jr.

in Sarasota, she found it difficult to 
find a job as an attorney as opposed 
to a secretary. Anne was turned down 
for a job with a Federal District Judge 
because she “was not strong enough to 
carry the books.” 

Anne met Bob Stinnett at a Bar 
meeting, and in 1967 they married. 
Bob practiced with “Nelson Stinnett 
Surfus Korp & Payne,” and Anne 
was taken on as an associate — an 
unpaid associate to help her husband. 
It was an unexpected illness that 
Bob contracted that gave Anne her 
foothold into the practice of law. 
While Bob was sick, she worked his 
files. She found her stride and was 
noticed as a lawyer. 

During this time there were only 
about 100 lawyers in Sarasota. 
Anne recalls the local Bar as small 
and friendly. Business was often 

Anne Stinnett 

David S. Band

The Florida 
Supreme Court 
honored Judge 
Haworth on Aug. 
4 with the Chief 
Justice Award for 
Judicial Excellence

By JONATHAN WHITNEY, Esq. 
Lutz, Bobo & Telfair, P.A.

Under Florida law, the seller of 
residential real estate is required to 
disclose all known facts materially 

affecting the value of the property. 
What if the seller believes that the 
house is haunted; do they have to 
disclose that belief? If the seller fails 
to do so, is the purchaser entitled 
to rescind that transaction? While 
rescinding the purchase of a haunted 
house would be a matter of first 

Rescinding purchase of a haunted house? You don’t stand a ghost of a chance
impression for the appellate courts 
of our state, this author believes you 
would not have a ghost of a chance to 
succeed.

Our Supreme Court exorcised the 
doctrine of caveat emptor (otherwise 
known as “let the buyer beware”) 
from Florida jurisprudence in its 
1986 ruling in Johnson v. Davis, 480 
So.2d 625 (Fla. 1985). The Court 
held “that where the seller of a home 
knows of facts materially affecting 
the value of the property which are 
not readily observable and are not 

known to the buyer, the seller is under 
a duty to disclose them to the buyer.” 
When a seller fails to disclose facts 
materially affecting the value of the 
property, the buyer may be entitled 
to the equitable remedy of rescission, 
in which the Court attempts to undo 
the transaction and restore the former 
status of the parties.

The first hurdle faced by a haunted 
house buyer is objectively proving that 
the house is haunted. A New York 
appellate court addressed this issue 
in Stambovsky v. Ackley, 169 A.D.2d 

254 (1991). The seller of the property 
had reported numerous poltergeists 
haunting the house. Articles regarding 
the purported hauntings had been 
published in Reader’s Digest and on 
several occasions in the local press. 
The home was also included in a 
walking tour where it was described as 
“a riverfront Victorian (with ghost).” 
As a result of the seller’s promotional 
efforts, the Court found a haunting 
by estoppel; the seller was estopped 
to deny that the house was haunted. 

SCBA NEWS



WE ADMIRE
creative solutions to community dilemmas.

Whether your passion is the arts, education or social causes, our Community Foundation of 
Sarasota County provides resources, information and professional expertise that will enable 
you to reach your philanthropic goals. Working with legal and financial advisors, we are 
committed to helping donors maximize the benefits of giving – for themselves and their 
family, for the causes they love, forever.

To learn more, call 941.955.3000. Let us show you how easy it is to give through a donor 
advised fund.

2635 Fruitville Road, Sarasota  |  www.CFSarasota.org

When the Sarasota Orchestra considered selling a rare cello 

to fill a funding gap, the Community Foundation suggested 

using funds from the Hall Fund – established by Pam’s 

parents – to purchase the cello and lease it back to the 

orchestra for $1 per year. Now it is featured  

in an annual concert that benefits youth orchestra 

programs. For David and Pam, such creative  

thinking makes the Foundation “a true reflection 

of the community.” Giving generously and 

intelligently is “just more fun.”

David and Pam Steves
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The SCBA’s Bar year is off to a great 
start. I continue to be amazed at 
the level of volunteerism that our 

members have for our organization. 
By giving your time to help the orga-
nization, we improve our overall legal 
community. Our mission is to improve 
the quality of our practices, advance 
professionalism, encourage public 
service, foster fellowship, and support 
access to legal services for all. We 
try to bring timely, relevant topics in 
which you have interest. Our member-
ship lunch on Oct. 29 is no exception.

We are honored that Bill Schifino, 
President-elect of The Florida Bar, 
has agreed to speak with us about the 
weighty issues being discussed or that 
soon may be discussed by our state bar 
leaders. This includes the progress of 
Vision 2016 and its recommendations. 
Schifino will also address The Florida 
Bar’s preparation for the upcoming 
Constitution Revision Commission, 37 
individuals who meet every 20 years 
to review Florida’s Constitution and 
directly make recommendations to the 
voters. Time permitting, Schifino will 
take your questions. Please join us for 
this lively and informative talk.

As you know, Jan Jung is retiring 
at the end of this year. By now, you 
have received your invitation to attend 
Jan’s retirement event the evening of 
Oct. 15. You will not want to miss this 
opportunity to wish Jan well at this 
open-house styled event at Michael’s 
on East, including the special presenta-
tion at 7 p.m. Jan remains an institu-
tion in our legal community, who gives 
out great advice and kind words every 
day. I am sure she has discussed issues 
with nearly every current and former 
member of this organization; I know 
her counsel to me has been invalu-
able. She has helped so many! October 
15 is but a small way we can honor 
her loyal and dedicated service to the 

Bar year is off to a great start 

SCBA. Today, please contact the SCBA 
Office at scba@sarasotabar.com or 
861-8180 to reserve your place at this 
event.

Speaking of retirements, Judge 
James Parker, who began service 
on the Circuit Court Bench in 1985, 
is retiring at the end of this month. 
Over that time, Judge Parker has been 
resident in every courthouse in our 
circuit. The South County Division 
has arranged a wonderful retirement 
event for him — in Arcadia — on the 
evening of Friday, Nov. 6. Not only 
has the SCD organized this event, 
President Kerry Mack and her board 
have arranged for transportation 
departing from both north county 
and south county. The details are in 
the flyer enclosed with your Docket, 
and we hope you can join us for a 
great BBQ with a live band as we help 
honor Judge Parker’s commitment to 
the Twelfth Judicial Circuit.

My departing thought for the 
month, but certainly not least impor-
tant, is to commend Jennifer Grosso 
and her Health and Wellness commit-
tee. They recently previewed for me an 
ambitious program of events they are 
working on. I would encourage us all 
to take a moment in our busy lives to 
assess how we can reduce stress in our 
lives, improve balance, and improve 
the quality of our lives. After all, isn’t 
that the goal?

SCBA  
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

By JASON GASKILL 
Adams and Reese, LLP

It is again time for judicial evalu-
ations, which provide important 
feedback to the judiciary and bar 

membership regarding the judicial 
services of the Twelfth Judicial Circuit. 
An electronic Judicial Evaluation will 
be distributed in October to all prac-
ticing attorneys in this Circuit. 

As in years prior, the Judicial 
Evaluation will include the following 
categories: Legal Knowledge, Integrity, 
Ethics, Impartiality, Judicial Tempera-

ment, Courtroom Administration, 
Preparedness, Timeliness of Decisions, 
Effective Decision Making, Punctual-
ity, and Overall Evaluation. 

Evaluations should only be submit-
ted on those judicial members in front 
of whom the evaluator has appeared, 
and should be limited to experiences 
within 24 months of the evaluation. 
These requirements are designed to 
ensure a fair and accurate evaluation. 
The deadline for completing the Judi-
cial Evaluation is Nov. 15. The SCBA 
will tabulate the results and release 
them to the members of the SCBA.HUNTER W. 

CARROLL, Esq. 
Matthews 
Eastmoore

Judicial evaluations being distributed

Old Timers’ Annual 
Reunion Dinner
By W. RUSSELL SNYDER, Esq. 

The Old Timers’ Annual Reunion 
Dinner for 2015 will be held at 
Marina Jack with cocktails at 6 

p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Oct. 22. Invitations and reser-
vation forms for all eligible lawyers 
(lawyers in good standing and who 
commenced practice on or before Dec. 
31, 1982) will be sent by mail and 
email this month. The cost is $36. 

The speaker this year will be The 
Hon. Lee E. Haworth. The group will 
present its annual Esteemed Colleague 
Award to Judge Haworth for his 
extraordinary contributions to the 
Sarasota community, and to Jan Jung, 
our outstanding and highly regarded 
retiring Executive Director to recog-
nize her extraordinary work on behalf 
of all bar members for 25 years. All 
eligible members are urged to sign up 
and participate in the fun and fellow-
ship this dinner provides.

SCF offers review course  
for paralegal exam

State College of Florida, Manatee-
Sarasota (SCF), has scheduled a 
review course for the National 

Association of Legal Assistants Certi-
fied Paralegal Examination.

The online course, which begins 
Oct. 12 and ends Dec. 17, is facilitated 
by SCF faculty members, attorney 
Whitney Glaser, and Suzanne Bechtol, 
a certified paralegal and program 
manager at SCF. Tuition for the course 
is $307.44 for Florida residents.

This course is designed to prepare 
students on current areas tested on the 
NALA Certified Paralegal/Legal Assis-
tant Examination. Mock exams will 
prepare students for taking the online 
certification exam. For more informa-
tion about the review course, contact 
Suzanne Bechtol at bechtos@scf.edu. 
For more information about SCF’s 
Paralegal/Legal Assisting Program, 
visit www.scf.edu/ParalegalLegalAs-
sisting, email paralegal@scf.edu or call 
(941) 752-5359. 

Bill Schifino, President-elect of 
The Florida Bar, has agreed to 
speak with us about the weighty 
issues being discussed or that 
soon may be discussed by our state 
bar leaders
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about a young girl, 8 or 9 years old. Her mother was 
addicted to drugs and involved in prostitution. This young 
girl lived in squalid conditions. As Judge Haworth walked 
in the corridors of the Old Courthouse, he saw this young 
girl dancing, twirling around. She was finding joy in a 
moment removed from the harsh conditions she had lived 
in. Judge Haworth presided over the proceedings related 
to getting this young girl into a better environment and a 
stable family.

Nine years later, Judge Haworth was stopped in the 
courthouse and told that a young woman said she knew 
him and wanted to see him. As he tells this part of the story, 
you can see the mixed look of worry and curiosity he must 
have felt at the time. A young woman in her early 20s came 
into his chambers. She introduced herself as that little girl 
in the hallway. She had been adopted by a “forever family,” 
and she was just about to enter her first year at Florida 
State University. She was there to thank him.  The Judge 
deflected the compliment, and told her, “You did it all.” 
Her thank-you note still sits in his office. 

To quote my childhood hero Mr. Rogers, “We live in a 
world in which we need to share responsibility. It’s easy to 
say, ‘It’s not my child, not my community, not my world, 
not my problem.’ Then there are those who see the need 
and respond. I consider those people my heroes.” Under 
this definition, Judge Haworth is a hero. 

Thankfully for us, just like his Coach predicted all those 
years ago, Judge Haworth still has a great future on the 
bench. Although he is leaving the Circuit bench, he plans 
to serve as a Senior Judge. He also plans to remain active 
in his leadership roles around town, including as head of 
the Circuit Pro Bono Committee. So when you see Judge 
Haworth around town, or at his retirement party, please 
thank him not just for all he has done for us, but all that he 
plans to do.

to be more like a prophecy. Judge Haworth’s accomplish-
ments have spanned all areas of law in the Sarasota commu-
nity. He has served on all five divisions of the Circuit Court 
with distinction. Over and over again, Judge Haworth has 
seen problems in the community and fixed them.

The achievement that comes up most in legal circles is 
Judge Haworth’s work during the height of the foreclosure 
crisis. To address the crisis, Judge Haworth created the first 
program in Florida to force lenders to meet with borrow-
ers facing foreclosure. The program became the model for 
the mandatory mediation program adopted by the Florida 
Supreme Court in 2009. He served on the Florida Supreme 
Court’s Foreclosure Task Force, helping draft the Court’s 
emergency Administrative Order compelling mediation. 
To “Stop the Slop,” Judge Haworth led the initiative that 
forced lenders to follow rules of court or suffer dismissal. 
Judge Haworth also chaired the Foreclosure Resource Assis-
tance Network to educate and provide assistance to citizens 
in Sarasota County facing foreclosure. These interventions 
in the courts and community made a meaningful impact 
during a time of economic pandemonium. 

His reform of the foster care system is equally monu-
mental, and it is the reform of which he is most proud. 
With the support of DCF Secretary Bob Butterworth and 
later Secretary George Sheldon, Chief Judge Haworth led 
the community action team that restructured and reformed 
the Circuit’s foster care system. He established the Family 
Safety Alliance, the community’s foster care oversight orga-
nization, and secured funding for the critical position of 
Systems Advocate. He negotiated to ensure that the Family 
Safety Alliance was a co-equal partner with DCF and the 
YMCA, which brought a new level of transparency to foster 
care in the Circuit.  In recent years, Judge Haworth has 
acted as liaison for the baby court initiative, which identifies 
parents in dependency court for special services and teaches 
nurturing skills to enhance infants’ safety and potential for 
a healthy early life.

When asked about the individual moments that stood 
out in his career as a judge, Judge Haworth discussed 
the joy he got when jurors wrote letters compliment-

ing him on how he ran a trial. He talked about the happi-
ness of receiving letters from former prisoners or parolees 
who told him how he changed their lives for the better. 
Always humble, Judge Haworth noted that he received 
plenty of letters that were less flattering, but the unsolicited 
moments of thanks stood out in his mind. 

One story stood above all the others. He told the story 

HAWORTH
Continued from Page 1

By MAGISTRATE DEBORAH BAILEY

On Aug. 28, Chief Judge Charles E. Williams signed 
Administrative Order 2015-12.2, which updates the 
Administrative Order creating the Circuit’s Local 

Professionalism Panel. The primary update is an immunity 
provision at section 7, to make our Administrative Order 
consistent with the amendment to the Code for Resolving 
Professionalism Complaints adopted by the Florida 
Supreme Court in January. Specifically, it clarifies that all 
panel members and staff persons assisting those members 
“shall have absolute immunity from civil liability for 
all acts in the course and scope of their official duties.” 
Administrative Order 2015-12.2 clarifies certain other 
provisions of the original Administrative Order and may 
be viewed on the Twelfth Circuit’s website at www.jud12.
flcourts.org.

On June 28, I attended the annual meeting of the 
Supreme Court Commission on Professionalism in Boca 
Raton, which is chaired by Florida Supreme Court Justice 
Fred Lewis. At the meeting, Commission member Jason 
Odom reported on an informal statewide meeting between 
local professionalism panels that took place in January and 
on which I reported in the April 2015 issue of The Docket. 
Now that panels are up and running in all circuits, Justice 
Lewis and the Commission are interested in assessing the 
effectiveness of the panels. 

Three areas of discussion resulted in the establishment 
of subcommittees. First, members voted to establish a 
subcommittee to examine the issue of confidentiality 

in the operation of panels and any records they may 
create. Second, members voted to create a subcommittee 
as a forum where panels from around the state can meet 
to discuss common areas of concern and to share ideas. 
Finally, members voted to create a subcommittee to 
promote marketing for the panels. A chart of contacts 
for each circuit’s panel may be found on the Florida Bar’s 
website by clicking first on the “Professionalism” link and 
then clicking the link titled “Regulating Professionalism.” 
In an effort to expand its marketing to attorneys who may 

A.O. clarifies immunity 
for Professionalism 
Panel participants

See Professionalism, Page 5

Judge Lee E. Haworth surrounded by his family.



Can the law firm you refer your Personal injury 
Cases to answer yes to these 10 questions?
 1. Does the attorney try cases several times each year?
 2.  Does the attorney have the ability to show you recent trial 

results?
 3.  Does the attorney have over 20 years of experience working 

for the insurance companies so that they have gained 
an insight into how to oppose and/or sue the insurance 
companies? 

 4. Is the attorney Board Certified in Civil Trial Law?
 5. Is the attorney AV rated by Martindale Hubbell?
 6.  Does the attorney have the financial strength to take on 

significant injury cases?
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refer your Cases to the mallard law firm, beCause 
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Mallard Law Firm, P.A.
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(P) 941-952-1682
www.MallardLawFirm.com
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of the referring attorney in the handling of the personal 
injury matter.damian mallard, esq.
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YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION

The YLD has long been committed 
to public service projects in our 
community. At the end of August, 

the Sarasota Herald-Tribune presented 
the YLD with an opportunity to 
contribute to “It’s Your Constitution,” 
a publication focusing on the First 
Amendment. This tabloid is scheduled 
to be published before the end of the 
year and will be distributed to 12,000 
middle and high school students in 
Sarasota, Manatee, and Charlotte 
counties. I would like to recognize and 
thank Jesse Butler, Sara Blackwell, 
Sara Castro, Christine Conradis, and 
Cathleen Kenney for stepping up to the 
plate and contributing on such short 
notice to this publication. 

Our Education Committee has been 
working on a massive civics website, 
Civics7, since the new seventh-grade 
civics education requirements were 
mandated by the state two years 
ago. The website has the potential to 
benefit thousands of students both in 
our community and statewide. We are 
a few months away from going live 
with the website, but a lot of work 
still needs to get done. The Educa-
tion Committee needs the help of our 
membership. Please email Jesse Butler 
at Jbutler@dglawyers.com or Robert 
Young at ryoung@icardmerrill.com.

The YLD is also in the early stages of 
planning the 12th Judicial Circuit 
Mock Trial competition for our 

area high schools in February 2016. 
This event has many components, and 
volunteers will be needed to make this 
event successful. If you are interested 
in assisting with this event, please send 
an email to Hagen Brody at hagen-
brody@gmail.com and Ilyas Sayeg 
at isayeg@mctlawyers.com. Both the 
Civics7 and Mock Trial competition 
are very rewarding projects to get 
involved in, and I strongly encourage 

our members take the plunge and get 
more involved. 

The last event of this past bar year 
was the YLD’s Mentoring Evening 
on Aug. 27. Thank you to all of the 
mentors and mentees who attended 
and made this event such a positive 
experience. Thank you to Cathleen 
Kenney and the committee for the 
hours and hours planning this success-
ful evening. And as always, thanks to 
Jan and Holly for their help. Jan, I am 
not sure how many more opportuni-
ties I will have to thank you, so I’m 
just going to thank you every time I 
see you from now until the end of the 
year.

This month, the YLD has two 
great events for our membership. On 
Thursday, Oct. 8, at the Mandeville 
Beer Garden, is the ever-popular Quick 
Chat networking event. The format 
of this free event is fun and casual, 
and attendees are guaranteed to make 
new contacts and have a great time. 
Remember to RSVP and bring plenty 
of business cards. On Friday, Oct. 
30, the YLD will be having a Morn-
ing at the Courthouse, followed by 
lunch with the judges at Mediterra-
neo. Look for the flyer in this month’s 
Docket, or go to the SCBA website to 
sign up. This is a great event to learn 
about technology resources available 
at the courthouse and get some face 
time with our judges. Sign up quick, 
as seats are limited at both of these 
events. 

If you have any comments or 
suggestions for upcoming YLD activi-
ties, contact me at adam@portnowlaw.
com.

ADAM B. 
PORTNOW, Esq. 
Law Office 
of Adam B. 
Portnow, P.L.

YLD committed to service projects
YLD  
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

This month, the YLD has two great events: 
the Quick Chat on Oct. 8 and Morning at 
the Courthouse on Oct. 30.

YLD President 
Adam Portnow 
(left) welcomes 
mentors and 
mentees (left 
to right): Hosea 
Horneman, Jaide 
Beverly, Mike 
Cogswell, Heather 
Byrd, Lindsey 
Meshberger and 
Judge Stephen 
Walker

Mentoring Evening 
Committee 
Members thank 
sponsor Jimmy 
Fowler (far right):  
Christine Conradis, 
Rachel Didier, 
YLD President 
Adam Portnow, 
Chair Cathy 
Keeney, Jennifer 
Burns, and Sara 
Blackwell.

2014-2015 SCBA 
President Doug 
Cherry greets 
Mentoring 
Evening Chair 
Cathy Keeney, 
YLD President 
Adam Portnow, 
and mentors 
Sharon O’Day, 
Representative 
Greg Steube, and 
Judge Stephen 
Walker.



Norman Vaughan-Birch
· Florida Supreme Court-certified mediator  

· Florida Bar Board-certified in civil trial and business litigation 
240 s. pineapple ave., 6th fl. · sarasota fl 34236 · 941-364-2405

The mark of a an effective mediator is the ability 
to find solutions to a dispute that the parties have 
not explored. Norman Vaughan-Birch has put 
that philosophy to work in 40 years of resolving 
the most complex disputes as a trial attorney and 
mediator. Put his experience and expertise to use 
the next time you need a mediator. You will find 
that effective mediation can be cost-effective, too.

Mediation “outside the box”

LAWYERS!!!!!LAWYERS!!!!!!LAWYERS!!!!!!LAWYERS

Are you getting the best coverage 
with your advertising dollars?
Only 46% of minority households
 have access to Social Media as 
opposed to 91% of majority households. 
Your advertising dollars are missing 
46% of your market. You can now reach 

Expand Your Client Base Today!

this segment of the market through 
affordable advertising in the TEMPO NEWS, the only 
African American newspaper serving Manatee and 
Sarasota counties since 1987. Don’t leave money on the table.
Call TEMPO News today at (941) 359-1065 or
Email us at temponews@comcast.net for your info and advertising.

When Experience Counts and your client's Results Matter,
please consider

Having a strong track record with insurance companies means 
our clients obtain recoveries that often exceed

the available insurance policy limits. Larger recoveries
frequently yield LARGER REFERRAL FEES.

PRACTICE AREAS INCLUDE

AUTO ACCIDENTS

MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS

WRONGFUL DEATH

PREMISES LIABILITY

INSURANCE BAD FAITH

INSURANCE CLAIM DENIALS

SOCIAL SECURITY

WORKERS COMPENSATION

2014 Fourth Street, Sarasota, FL 34237

941-365-2296
WWW.SARASOTALITIGATOR.COM

Steven T. Wittmer Gregory P. Linehan
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By the mid-1970s female lawyers began to arrive in 
Sarasota, but the profession was still dominated by men. 
Anne gathered the women together for support and to 
share experiences unique to practicing law as a woman. 
That group went on to become the Sarasota Chapter of 
the Florida Association for Women Lawyers. Anne also 
drew the charter for the Women’s Resource Center in 1979 
and served on the board for 20 years, including three as 
President. She served on the board of the Women’s Legal 
Fund, which provided free legal services in family law 
matters. That group became The Family Law Connection 
and has now been absorbed into Legal Aid of Manasota. 
Anne was also active with the Sarasota Bar, creating the first 
Probate Section. 

When asked to give advice to lawyers today, Anne 
answered, “Find something you love and believe in 
yourself.” That certainly summarizes Anne’s career and life 
journey. Today, Anne has moved her practice to a home 
office. She volunteers at Legal Aid of Manasota and spends 
time with her three daughters, five grandchildren and 
beloved Pomeranian, Handsome Harry. The Sarasota Bar 
and especially the women of the Sarasota Bar thank you, 
Anne Stinnett, for believing in yourself and paving the way 
for women in the legal profession. Congratulations on 50 
years of inspiration!

— Michele Stephan

David S. Band: Serving the community

David Band was born and raised in Washington, D.C. An 
industrious young man, he held assorted jobs: delivering 
mail, helping his parents in their grocery store, and 

ushering at Washington Senators baseball games. Ambitious 
from the start, he helped put himself through college and 
law school.

He graduated from the University of Maryland in 1958, 
and George Washington University Law School in 1961, 
thereafter passing the Maryland Bar Exam. David was 
commissioned in the U.S. Air Force as a Second Lieutenant 
and moved to Eglin Air Force Base with his wife, Myrna, 
where he served for three years.

David, Myrna, and their infant son settled in Sarasota 
in 1965. David worked for a local bank while studying 
for the Florida Bar. Shortly after, he and two attorneys 
joined forces, growing a small legal practice into one 
of Sarasota’s largest law firms, then named Abel Band. 
Besides his legal practice, David became instrumental in 
the growth of Sarasota, developing Sarasota’s cityscape, 
including the Hollywood 20 and Kane Plaza buildings. 

He sat on the Board of Trustees at the University of 
Florida, Levin College of Law, and contributed much of 
his time, expertise, and fundraising ability to Sarasota’s 
philanthropic community, including serving on the 
boards of the Asolo Ballet, YMCA Foundation, Sarasota 
Memorial Hospital Foundation, and United Cerebral 
Palsy.

These days, David continues to practice law with the 
firm of Band, Gates & Dramis. His joy (besides his family) 
is helping community nonprofits — especially those 
involved in human services. Many local organizations 
count on repeated and frequent donations from David, for 
necessities from filling backpacks with school supplies to 
providing turkey dinners during the holidays.

David and Myrna are proud parents of four sons, 
all married, and now have nine grandchildren. They are 
celebrating 54 years of marriage, and enjoy frequent 
travels around the country to visit their ever-growing 
family and for leisure.

— Chad Gates

50 YEARS

HAUNTED

PROFESSIONALISM

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 3

Thus, the buyer avoided the difficult task of proving an 
actual haunting to the Court.

The other component of the disclosure requirement 
is that the fact must be one that materially affects the 
value of the property. The reputation that ghosts inhabit 
a residence is referred to as a “psychological stigma.” 
This is where nothing is physically wrong with the 
property, but the general public views the property as 
undesirable for any number of reasons. A residence may 
be psychologically stigmatized because, for example, it 
was the site of a horrific crime. In Milliken v. Jacono, 
103 A.3d 806 (2014), the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
recently addressed whether the seller’s failure to disclose 
a home’s psychological stigma could serve as grounds for 
rescission. Milliken purchased a home that had been the 
site of a widely publicized murder/suicide. Milliken had 
been living in California and was unaware of the stigma 
attached to the home. While the Court does not make any 
mention of the home being haunted, it was reported in the 
popular press that Milliken decided to institute her lawsuit 
after the occurrence of numerous “paranormal incidents.” 
Those paranormal incidents included Milliken’s son seeing 
a marker roll across the kitchen counter by itself as if 
pushed by an invisible force. Milliken’s daughter reported 
feeling a presence while she soaked in the bath, when all 

of a sudden, the door swung wide open. Ms. Milliken also 
had unusual experiences that she eventually attributed to 
ghosts: One night she was repeatedly poked in the back, 
waking her from a deep sleep to find that she was alone. 
On other occasions, she would feel someone sit down on 
the bed beside her despite being alone.

Rather than try to prove that her house was haunted, 
Milliken argued that the murder/suicide had resulted in 
a psychological stigma and materially impaired the value 
of the home. However, despite evidence that the value of 
the home was materially impaired, the Court held that the 
purely psychological stigma cursing the Milliken home was 
not a material defect that must be disclosed.

Florida codified the disclosure requirements for purely 
psychological stigmas in Florida Statutes § 689.25. It 
states that the fact or suspicion that a murder, suicide, 

or death occurred at a property is not a material fact that 
must be disclosed in a real estate transaction, and that no 
cause of action shall arise from the failure to disclose such 
fact or suspicion. If the haunted homeowner cannot rest 
the case of rescission on the failure to disclose a homicide, 
suicide or death, that homeowner would likely be fore-
closed from arguing that the seller should have disclosed 
that the restless soul of the deceased remains at the prem-
ises. If the court allowed for the submission of evidence of 
a haunting, that evidence would likely be received by at 
least a few skeptical juries or judges. I think that the likely 
outcome of the homeowner’s case is a directed verdict that 
Florida law ain’t afraid of no ghosts. Happy Halloween!

not be local bar members and to members of the public, 
the Twelfth Circuit is currently working on a pamphlet 
explaining the function of our local panel and where to 
obtain information about filing a complaint. 

Finally, the Twelfth Circuit would like to thank David 
Carlton of Arcadia for his service on our local panel 
over the past year. Effective as of July 1, Connie Collins, 

a private practitioner in Arcadia, became our panel repre-
sentative from DeSoto County for the next three years. 
John Casella of Venice and Gregory Porges of Bradenton 
will also continue to serve on the panel for the next three 
years.
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Because men need  
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Precision Haircuts · Straight Razor Shaves · Hair Removal 
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Hand & Foot Detailing · Spa Packages · Gift Cards Available
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A  Comprehensive Center   
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941.366.5333
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Changing Lives, Saving Families.

28-Day & Long Term Residential Jail Diversion Programs
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If so, should Florida consider chang-
ing its mandatory retirement age 
for the judiciary? The 12th Circuit 

has lost the institutional knowledge 
and experience of many of its judges 
through the mandatory retirement 
process. In the final quarter of 2015, 
Circuit Judges Lee Haworth and Peter 
Dubensky will be forced into retire-
ment due to the “aging out” process. 
Can society really replace this loss? 
In this modern world, is there not a 
reasonable alternative to test the physi-
cal and mental acuity of our judiciary 
instead of a forced retirement age? 
What are some of the methods that 
can be employed to test the manda-
tory retirement process? Should this 
be the responsibility of The Florida 
Bar, the judiciary, the Legislature or a 
combined effort of multiple entities? 
If you care that we are losing very 
talented judges because of an artificial 
“one size fits all” retirement date, 
please let me know. 

Thanks to South County Director 
Robert Harrison, the kickoff dinner 
at Mission Valley Country Club had 
record high attendance. Col. Kurt Hoff-
man of the Sheriff’s Office provided 
detailed insight into the reasons to 
support a referendum to resolve the 
major needs of the Sheriff’s Office 
related to weather emergencies. County 
Commissioner Charles Hines spoke 
to our favorite topic, a secure court-
house facility in the south county area 
to serve the needs of the burgeoning 
citizenry. The proposed referendum 
to finance both the Sheriff’s needed 
resource expansion and the secure 
courthouse facility is planned to be up 
for a vote in November 2016. If you 
belong to any organization that would 
host a speaker to discuss the referen-
dum, please contact the SCBA office. 
A “speaker’s bureau” is being estab-
lished to undertake the education of 

the public about the importance of the 
referendum. The time to participate 
in this information-gathering phase is 
now. The success of the referendum 
will be directly proportional to the 
amount of positive public support we 
can generate.

Special thanks to Rep. Greg Steube, 
accompanied by his wife, Jennifer, in 
attending the kickoff dinner. Also in 
attendance were three generations of 
the Boone family with the patriarch, 
Dan Boone, heading the posse. Boone 
is proof that “70 is the new 50,” as he 
is still going strong after 59 years of 
practicing law. Congratulations!

On a much sadder note, Sen. Bob 
Johnson passed away on Aug. 31. The 
South County Division sends its deep-
est condolences to the Johnson family 
as it celebrates the many accomplish-
ments of Senator Johnson in his 
storied lifetime. Senator Johnson spent 
50 years practicing law in Sarasota 
County. He will be sorely missed. 

The Second District lost its long-
time clerk, Jim Birkhold, in a tragic 
car accident in August. The Sarasota 
County Bar Association joins with all 
the attorneys in the Second District 
and those who knew Birkhold in send-
ing its collective sympathy to his wife, 
Christy.

And last but not least, the South 
County Division wishes to recognize 
Jan Jung, the Executive Director of the 
SCBA. Through the rebirth, infancy, 
childhood, and perhaps now adult-
hood of the South County Division, 
Jan has herded these cats with a firm 
hand, patience, and most of all, with 
her love, affection, and devotion. 
There will be a new Director, but there 
will never be another Jan. We say 
good-bye with the deepest respect and 
thanks to our colleague, Jan Jung, and 
wish her the finest retirement years 
that she so richly deserves. 

SOUTH COUNTY 
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

KERRY MACK, 
Esq. 
The Mack Law 
Firm

Is 70 the new 50? South County 
Division President 
Kerry Mack (right) 
presents outgoing 
SCD President 
Bob Klingbeil 
with a plaque 
commemorating 
his extraordinary 
service to the 
members of the 
Division.

Three generations of the 
Boone Family attend the 
South County Division Kickoff 
Dinner (left to right): Jeff 
Boone, Annie Boone, Dan 
Boone, Jackson Boone and 
Steve Boone.

Special guests and honorees were recognized at the SCD Kickoff Dinner by President 
Kerry Mack (second from left):  Immediate Past President Bob Klingbeil, Judge Donna 
Berlin, who conducted the swearing in of new officers and directors, Beth Waskom, 
who was recognized for her tireless efforts in spearheading the initiative for a new 
courthouse in South County, and keynote speakers Col. Kurt Hoffman, Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Office, and Sarasota County Commissioner Charles Hines. 
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With e-filing in effect since 2013, 
we are happy to report that few 
attorneys are filing in paper. As 

reported to the Florida Courts E-Filing 
Authority, Florida is the first state in 
the nation to have a comprehensive, 
statewide e-filing system for the state 
trial court level. Bravo to all the attor-
neys who helped make that happen. 
There is certainly no one as far along 
as we are. The E-Filing Authority 
meets on a regular basis, and I serve 
as one of the members of the Board 
of Directors. As you may know, 

focus groups 
are continu-
ally consulted 
with, helping 
to improve and 
enhance the func-
tionality of the system.

It was reported in the Florida Bar 
News Sept. 1 issue that the Florida 
system goes far beyond what other 
states are doing — it is one system 
for all levels of the state court system, 
tied into case management systems for 

the Clerks and Courts, and also has a way for paying filing 
fees. “We integrate those so it looks seamless to a user, or 
it’s supposed to look seamless,” said former Supreme Court 
Clerk Tom Hall, who advises the Authority and county 
Court Clerks on e-filing issues.

To date, here are a few of the additions and enhance-
ments on the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal:

• A “My Fees” page was added to assist filers with 
reconciliation of fees paid through the e-Portal;

• Work Bench, a draft folder, was added to the Trial 
Court filing path;

• E-service enhancements include allowing added 
persons to remove themselves from the E-service List; 

• Complete email address are displayed on the E-service 
list page;

• Date items are posted in the News & Information 
section;

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT C OURTSECTION NEWS

CLERK’S 
CORNER

E-Portal leads nation 
with trial court e-filing

Karen E. Rushing 
Clerk of Court 
and County 
Comptroller

CIVIL TRIAL SECTION
Chair: Christina E. Unkel, Maglio 
Christopher & Toale, P.A. 

Effective jury selection in civil cases:  
What to ask and how to ask it 
Needing to brush up on your jury 
selection skills? Plan to attend the Civil 
Trial Section’s first meeting of the year 
on Thursday, Oct. 8. Attorney Damian 
Mallard will address considerations 
for voir dire before trial, effective 
connection with the venire, common 
mistakes made in jury selection, 
procedural considerations of voir 
dire, and a discussion of relevant case 
law on jury selection, as well as juror 
misconduct issues to prepare for and/
or avoid. The luncheon will be held in 
the Jury Room at the Judge Lynn N. 
Silvertooth Judicial Center.

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW 
Chair: Gail Farb, Kunkel, Miller & 
Hament

EEOC initiatives and  
enforcement update
Robert E. Weisberg, Regional Attorney 
for the Miami District Office of the 
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, will provide information 
about EEOC initiatives, and an update 
about enforcement, and discuss other 
relevant topics concerning federal 
discrimination statutes on Tuesday, 
Oct. 27, at noon at the Bijou Café. 

Employment law guidance  
workshop for law firms 
Hiring the right way, dealing with 
employee attire and appearance, 
employee social media use and 
employer liability, the optimal way to 
discipline and discharge employees, 
winning unemployment claims … 
If you need an update on these very 
important issues, plan to attend the 
Labor & Employment Law Section’s 
Workshop on Thursday, Nov. 12. 
Guest speakers include Attorneys John See Clerk, Page 8

Hament, Gail Farb, Jennifer Fowler-
Hermes and Kimberly Walker, and 
8.5 hours of CLE have been applied 
for. 

REAL PROPERTY 
Chair: Sheryl A. Edwards, Esq., The 
Edwards Law Firm, P.L.

Due diligence of waterfront  
property transactions
The Real Property Section is pleased 
to announce that Attorney David 
M. Levin, a shareholder with Icard 
Merrill, will speak at its Tuesday, 
Nov. 3 luncheon at Marina Jack. His 
topic will be issues that need to be 
investigated on behalf of buyers of 
and near waterfront properties before 
being bound to close a contract for 
purchase. Levin will discuss FEMA, 
compliance, docks, submerged lands, 
coastal construction, setbacks and 
riparian rights. 

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE
Chair: Aaron S. Thiel, Esq., PNC 
Wealth Management

Disinheritance issues
NOTE! New date, November 10, and 

new location, The Francis
Estate Planning & Probate Section 
members are in for a real treat on 
Tuesday, Nov. 10, as distinguished 
panelists Beth G. Waskom, Esq., 
and Richard R. Gans, Esq., address 
disinheritance issues. Moderated 
by Attorney W. Russell Snyder, the 
panel will explore the history of 
disinheritance, use of in terrorem 
clauses, and standard of care for 
estate planning lawyers when 
clients want to disinherit family 
members. Panelists will site suggested 
approaches and examples of 
successful documentation of testator/
settlor decision to disinherit, and the 
session will conclude with an open 
discussion from attendees concerning 
their ideas and input.

LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENT 
Chair: Robert K. Lincoln, Esq., Law 
Office of Robert Lincoln

Hot topics in the sunshine: 
The basics and beyond 
On Oct. 28, Attorney Patricia Gleason, 
special counsel for open government 
for Attorney General Pam Bondi, will 
give a presentation on the scope of the 
Sunshine Law for those who serve on 
local government boards or advisory 
boards, and for those attorneys 
who represent them. The discussion 
will focus on a basic overview and 
then pursue recent topics, trends in 
case law, and beyond the basics in 
particular areas of current interest 
for both open meetings and public 
records. The program will be held 
at The Francis, and begin with a 
continental breakfast at 8:30 a.m.

ADR
Chair: Michele S. Stephan, Esq., 
Shapiro, Goldman, Babboni & Walsh

Litigants say the strangest things
Join us for a report on the tactics and 
techniques of litigants in mediation 
and a discussion of their effectiveness 
and ethics. 

Gary Larsen, an AV rated Board 
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer and 
Florida Supreme Court Certified 
Mediator, will speak Wednesday, Nov. 
4, 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Mediterraneo, 
on the tactics and techniques of 
mediation, with emphasis on the 
litigants’ effectiveness and ethics. 
Topics will include opening statements, 
negotiation strategies, and litigant 
barriers toward settling a dispute (“Let 
me just call my boyfriend.”). 

Larsen will provide opportunities 
for guests to share their mediation 
experiences, and he will facilitate a 
Q&A session.

Registration flyers for all section 
meetings are enclosed.

Florida is the first 
state to have a 
comprehensive, 
statewide e-filing 
system for the 
state trial court 
leveL.



Frank Strelec, PLLC · 941-321-7763 · FStrelecMediator@gmail.com
www.FrankStrelecMediator.com

Mediation, Arbitration 
and Private Trials

•  20 years experience as mediator and arbitrator 
in Federal and State courts, including trust 
and estate matters, professional liability and 
partnership disputes, and employment cases

•  Florida Certified Circuit and Appellate Mediator 
and Qualified Arbitrator

•  25-year Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer
•  Graduate, Harvard Mediation Program
• Registered pharmacist

Call Frank at 941-321-7763 
to schedule a conference.

Frank Strelec, Esq., Mediator & Arbitrator
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n Amanda R. Kison, Esq., recently 
joined the law firm of Bentley & Brun-
ing, P.A. She concentrates her practice 
in the area of commercial litigation 
involving business and real estate 
disputes, and handles both trials and 
civil proceedings. Additionally, she 
does pro bono work for Legal Aid of 
Manasota.

n Bentley & Bruning attorneys 
Morgan Bentley, Kevin Bruning and 
Brian Goodrich were recently recog-
nized by the Supreme Court of Florida, 
the Young Lawyers Division of the 
Florida Bar, the Florida Pro Bono 
Coordinators Association and Legal 
Aid of Manasota for their exceptional 
pro bono service in 2014. The attor-
neys “far exceeded” their professional 
responsibility by providing more than 
100 hours each to represent the less 
fortunate. 

n Stacy Dillard-Spahn has joined 
the Law Office of Robert K. Lincoln, 
P.A. as its Managing Partner and will 
handle client relations, case manage-
ment and representation for the firm’s 
land use and local government devel-
opment, permitting and litigation prac-
tice. She can be reached at the office 
location of 46 N. Washington Blvd, 
Suite 7, Sarasota, FL 34236, telephone 
(941) 681-8700, email: stacy.dillard@
flalandlaw.com, website: www.flaland-
law.com.

n Robert K. Lincoln has been 
selected by Florida Trend magazine as 
a 2015 Florida Legal Elite attorney in 
the practice areas of Environmental 
and Land Use Law and he is the only 
attorney selected for this honor from 
the Sarasota/Bradenton area. Lincoln 
also recently presented “Land Use 
Law: Recent Cases and Trends” and 
served as a panelist for Quasi-Judicial 
Proceedings at the CLE International 
Land Use Conference in Tampa. He 
practices in his Sarasota firm, the Law 
Office of Robert K. Lincoln, P.A. 

n The National Association of 
Professional Women honored Sara 

OFFICE SPACE
Shared Office Space Available in modern 2-story 
building. Vicinity of Clark and Sawyer Roads 
(Sawyer Professional Park). Furnished approx. 
10 x 12 interior office. Shared waiting/reception/
kitchen area and conference room. High-speed 
Internet, utilities and full use of new high-speed 
copier/scanner included. Ample parking. Join 
one other attorney. $600 month. Call William at 
(941) 487-8602. 
2389 Ringling Blvd. 1,050 sq. ft. unfurnished 
plus 1,225 sq. ft. turnkey furnished professional 
offices, or combine. Excellent location, parking. 
$15 sq. ft. gross unfurnished, $16 sq. ft. gross 
furnished. Call (941) 954-0303.
For Sale: 2,000 sq. ft. office plus separate 
building/parking lot. Walk to Sarasota 
Courthouse. Room for 3–4 attorneys plus staff. 
Will consider exchange/trade. $425,000. Call 
owner — David D. Bone, P.A. 954-8405 
1432 1st St. near Whole Foods. Large office with 
separate office for assistant. Use of conference 

• There are additional filer roles;
• The progress bar on the Add/Edit 

Document page will show the docu-
ment uploading progress;

• Organizations will be able to 
allow filers to manage users, and to 
have access to the organization’s My 
Fees and My Filings page.

Many other improvements have 
been discussed and are scheduled as 
financial resources permit. The Chair 
of the Authority asked all Clerks 

CLERK
Continued from Page 7

rooms, full kitchen, parking spot, phone system 
and utilities included. Join 3 other attorneys, 
cross referrals possible. $1,300 per month. Call 
Kevin at 374-1362.

EMPLOYMENT
Real Estate Attorney — Sarasota AV rated 
law firm with a broad practice in real property 
law is seeking a real estate attorney with 1-3 
years experience. Candidate must possess 
strong writing skills and have high academic 
credentials. Salary commensurate with 
experience. Benefits provided. Send resume 
to: Fergeson, Skipper, Shaw, Keyser, Baron 
& Tirabassi, P.A., P.O. Box 3018, Sarasota, FL 
34230; or info@fergesonskipper.com; Attn.: Firm 
Administrator.
The Williams Parker Employer Services Group 
is seeking a Labor & Employment Attorney 
to join our team providing representation and 
counsel to employers. As a member of the 
Employer Services Group the attorney will 
be responsible for day-to-day discovery and 
preparation of employment cases for trial in 
both state and federal court, representation 
of employers in administrative matters, 
development and drafting of employment-
related documents including employment 
policies and agreements, providing labor 
and employment law compliance and human 
resources counseling, conducting employment 
law training, and performing legal research. The 
ideal candidate would have excellent analytical 
and writing skills, a minimum of four years’ 
experience handling employment matters, 
including state and federal litigation, superior 
academic credentials, a professional demeanor, 
and a desire to work as a part of a team. Please 
direct inquiries to hiringpartner@williamsparker.
com.

Blackwell as a 2015-2016 inductee 
into its VIP Woman of the Year Circle 
for her leadership in law. NAPW is 
the nation’s leading networking orga-
nization exclusively for professional 
women, boasting more than 700,000 
members and over 200 operating local 
chapters.

n Richard R. Gans, a shareholder 
in the law firm of Fergeson, Skipper, 
Shaw, Keyser, Baron & Tirabassi, P.A., 
was recently named the Best Lawyers 
2016 Lawyer of the Year for Trusts 
and Estates Law in the Sarasota area, 
which also includes Bradenton and 
Lakewood Ranch. In previous years 
the Sarasota area has been included as 
part of the Tampa metropolitan area. 
Only a single lawyer in each practice 
area and designated metropolitan area 
is honored as a Lawyer of the Year.

n Adams and Reese partner Tom 
Dart has been named Lawyer of the 
Year in Real Estate Litigation in Sara-
sota in the 2016 edition of The Best 
Lawyers in America, the oldest and 
most respected peer-review publication 
in the legal profession.

n Jennifer Fowler-Hermes, partner 
at Kunkel Miller & Hament, spoke at 
the 70th Annual Workers’ Compen-
sation Educational Conference in 
Orlando, as a panelist for the session 
titled “They Say Breaking up Is Hard 
to Do: Termination, Co-Employment 
and the Dreaded Retaliation Claim.” 

Have you or a 
member of your 
firm achieved 
professional 
recognition? 
Have you hired a 
new attorney? Any 
other news of note? 
If so, we would like 
to hear about it. 
Email your “News 
of Note” items to 
scba@sarasotabar.
com.

to adopt a standard case initiation 
process following the categories set 
forth by the Supreme Court. In addi-
tion, Clerks were asked to adopt a 
standard set of docket descriptions 
for the filer; both of these requests 
were given a due date of September 
2015. Filers should expect to see 
uniformity as to docket descriptions 
and case type selection. 

 All comments for improvement to 
the E-portal are welcome and appreci-
ated. Thank you for your support and 
willingness to contribute to the success 
of this statewide, mandated effort.


