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MEETING NOTICE

INSIDE

Florida Supreme 
Court Justice Quince 
to deliver keynote at 
installation dinner
By E. KEITH DUBOSE 
SCBA President

You are cordially invited to 
attend the Sarasota County 
Bar Association Installation 
Dinner, Wednesday, September 
28, at Sarasota Yacht Club. 
The evening will begin with 

a reception at 6 p.m., followed 
by dinner at 7 p.m. Officers and 
directors will be sworn in, and the 
Association’s Annual Awards will be 
presented.

The honored speaker, Justice 
Peggy Quince, practiced general 
civil law in Bradenton from 1978 
until 1980. For the next thirteen 
years Justice Quince worked in the 
Criminal Division of the Attorney 
General’s Office. In 1993 Justice 
Quince became the first African-
American female to be appointed to 
the Second District Court of Appeal. 
1998 marked another historic first 
as Justice Quince became the first 
African-American woman to sit on 
Florida’s highest Court. After serving 
as a Supreme Court justice for nearly 
ten years, Justice Quince began her 
service as Chief Justice, serving from 
2008 to 2010. Her service as Chief 

PRO BONO AWARDS

PRO BONO SERVICE HONORED
Attorneys providing over 100 hours of pro bono service pose with Chief Judge Charles Williams, Judge 
Lee Haworth, Judge Thomas Krug, Judge Phyllis Galen, Judge Debra Riva, and Judge Frederick 
Mercurio at the Pro Bono Awards ceremony. A complete list of the honorees is on Page 16.

can trademark a scent. These are 
fascinating and rare. Verizon success-
fully registered a trademark in 2014 
for the “flowery musk scent” emitted 
in its stores. Weird and cool.) Trade-
marks helps assure a business that 
it (and not an imitating competitor) 
will reap the financial and reputa-
tion-related benefits associated with 
its goods/services. 

The law on trademarks is 
primarily governed by 15 U.S.C. 
22, referred to as the Lanham Act. 
Registration under this federal law 
allows for nationwide protection 
of the mark. Requirements for 
registration of a trademark include 
that the mark must be distinctive, 
must not be likely to cause confusion 
with an existing mark, and must not 
be deceptive, functional, scandalous, 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERT Y

Editor’s Note: This article is 
Part Two of a two-part series on 
intellectual property law. In Part 
One of the series, which appeared 
in the August 2016 issue, the author 
discussed patent law. To view Part 
One in its entirety, please visit www.
sarasotabar.com.

By ADAM B. PORTNOW, Esq. 
Law Office of Adam B.  
Portnow, P.L.

A trademark is a symbol used 
by a person or business in 
commerce to indicate the 
source of goods/services and 
to distinguish them from the 
goods/services sold or made 

by others. They include words, short 
phrases, designs, images, sounds, 
colors, and even smells. (Yes, you 

A practitioner’s (and client’s) guide 
to IP: trademarks and copyrights

See MEETING, Page 16



Experience you can count on. 
Personal attention you deserve. 
A name you can trust... in your community.

• Aggressively represent the client, drawing upon nearly 
4 decades of trial experience. I will utilize my firm’s 
significant resources to obtain the very best possible 
outcomes and recoveries.

• I will thoroughly analyze each client’s unique situation, 
and ensure they fully understand their rights. I will 
then evaluate the most appropriate legal options with 
their best interests and personal goals in mind.

Please contact me at any time to 
discuss opportunities to work together. 
We appreciate your referrals.

When you need to refer personal injury or malpractice cases that your 
firm does not handle, I can assure you that I approach each referral with 
the highest level of personal attention and that your attorney-client 
relationship will always be protected.

and the Very Best Legal Representation for Your Clients

*Florida Bar allows increased 
referral fees with Court approval.

My Personal Pledge: 

Experience.
Trust.

Personal 
    Attention.

Now Offering 30% Referral Fees*

Sarasota, Florida 34236 • 941.444.9601 • dandannheisser.com
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be a lawyer. They were happy that I was able to answer 
questions and talk to them about what it actually means 
to be a lawyer. For many of the students in attendance, 
their only interactions with lawyers were the product 
of lectures from their professors and listening to guest 
speakers. These students had practical questions related 
to billing and collecting for legal services provided to 
clients. They wanted to know how to pick a jury; they 
wanted to know what to do when your witnesses do 
not testify according to how you had it planned in 
the outline, and they wanted to know how to resolve 
disputes with opposing counsel. After speaking to the 
Cooley Law students, I knew our Bar could immediately 
address these concerns and provide invaluable 
information and the benefit of years of experience. 

Last month I briefly touched on how we can make 
gains as it relates to the overall image of lawyers and 
how we could protect our profession by working with 
local students and the Booker Law Academy. While 
working locally within our community will have an 
impact on our practice in the distant future, having 
the opportunity to speak at Cooley Law School, I 
realized we can work with current law students to 
have an immediate impact on the future of our legal 
profession. Throughout my term, I hope to encourage 
our Bar members to consider investing their time and 
volunteering their talents to help our next generation 
of lawyers. I am confident we will all benefit from the 
return in the future based on the investment we make 
now. 

Just recently, I had the opportunity to speak to law 
students at The Thomas M. Cooley Law School 
during their Juneteenth celebration. I was asked to 
talk to the students about being a lawyer, ethical 
issues related to the practice of law, the current 
job market for graduating law students and other 

current issues facing the legal profession. In speaking 
with the Cooley Law students, I was able to touch on 
topics related to the importance of maintaining trust 
accounts; professionalism with the bench and opposing 
counsel; protecting client information; confidential 
communications and information; maintaining a 
professional image at all times; and other issues related 
to our daily practice as lawyers. While this was all 
interesting information to the law students, the area that 
prompted the largest amount of discussion and the most 
questions dealt with the actual practice of law and “how 
to be a lawyer.”

What I found out in speaking to this group of law 
students at Cooley was that they were learning the law, 
but they were not learning how to practice law or how to 

BAR A SSO CIATION NEWS

T WELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT NEWS

Who’s going to  
teach them how  
to be lawyers?

E. KEITH 
DUBOSE, 
Esq. 
Matthews 
Eastmoore

SCBA  
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

By CHIEF JUDGE CHARLES E. 
WILLIAMS

This past July 19, almost 250 
people crowded into the R.B. 
Chips Shore Historical Court-
room at the Historic Mana-
tee County Courthouse to 
celebrate the life of, and pay 

respects to, Bradenton attorney Mark 
Lipinski. Mark was one of this state’s 
premiere criminal defense attorneys. 
He passed away unexpectedly on 
July 14.

For many new lawyers, and 
for those who do not venture into 
Manatee County very often, the 
name Mark Lipinski may not carry 
the same weight as it does with many 
of us. 

However, for the generation of 
lawyers who practiced with him or 
knew of him, he was a legend in the 
criminal defense community. Those 
of us who were fortunate enough to 
call him a friend will never forget 

him. The void he has left in the tight-
knit criminal defense community of 
Manatee County will not be filled 
any time soon.

Mark was recognized as the 
dean of criminal lawyers and he 
often held court of his own sort in 
the conference room of his office, 
which is right across the street 
from the Courthouse where he was 
eulogized. From there he would 
impart his wit and wisdom and spin 
tales of lawyers, cases, clients, and 
judges in a manner that would make 
Garrison Keillor envious. He had 
a special gift of making everyone, 
lawyers and non-lawyers alike, feel 
comfortable and welcome in his 

presence. He could be found on any 
given Saturday or Sunday sprawled 
in the library of his office with his 
dog Arlo, hand-writing his case 
notes on a legal pad or referring to 
a worn leather-bound notebook that 
he always kept updated on the latest 
case law and legal authority. He was 
always more than willing to share 
his knowledge of the law and give 
advice to young lawyers starting out 
or veteran lawyers looking for his 
unique insights.

Mark Lipinski truly loved being 
a lawyer. My lasting memories of 
him will be of someone who loved 
the law, life, his family, music, and 
movies — someone who truly cared 
about his clients and was a counselor 
in every meaning of that word. He 
will be missed.

His family suggests that in lieu of 
cards or flowers, donations be made 
in his memory to Southeastern Guide 
Dogs, 4210 77th St. East, Palmetto, 
FL 34221, www.guidedogs.org.

Remembrance of legal legend Mark Lipinksi

Mark Lipinski

For the generation of lawyers who 
practiced with him or knew of him, 
he was a legend in the criminal 
defense community
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Regions Emerging Professional Program 

We have simplified the mortgage process 
by requiring little to no money for down payment, 
offering the ability to exclude deferred student loans 
from the loan qualification process and enabling our 
clients to close their loan using verified future 
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Can the law firm you refer your Personal injury 
Cases to answer yes to these 10 questions?

 1.  Does the attorney try cases several times each year?

 2.  Does the attorney have the ability to show you recent trial results?

 3.  Does the attorney have over 20 years of experience working for the 
insurance companies so that they have gained an insight into how to 
oppose and/or sue the insurance companies? 

 4.  Is the attorney Board Certified in Civil Trial Law?

 5.  Is the attorney AV rated by Martindale Hubbell?

 6.  Does the attorney have the financial strength to take on significant 
injury cases?

 7.  Is the attorney located in the 12th judicial circuit?

 8.  Will the attorney pay you a referral fee in accordance with the rules 
regulating the Florida Bar on every case no matter how big or small?*

 9.  Is the attorney available to speak with you at any point during the 
referral to give you status updates as you request?

10.  Is the attorney willing to take on challenging cases that other law 
firms or attorneys may not be willing to handle or would turn down 
due to the amount of work involved?

refer your Cases to the mallard law firm, beCause 
our answer to these 10 questions is yes.

damian mallard, esq.
Mallard Law Firm, P.A.

889 North Washington Blvd.

Sarasota, Florida 34236

(P) 941-952-1682

www.MallardLawFirm.com

*Rules regulating the Florida Bar permit a 25% referral fee 
without any involvement of the referral attorney other than 
making the introduction to the client. Any additional fees 
require court approval and involvement of the referring 
attorney in the handling of the personal injury matter.

Saint Stephen’s is an independent, college-preparatory 
school providing a world-class education for students 
in grades Pre-K3 to12. Schedule a tour today.
315 41st St. W., Bradenton, FL 34209 | (941) 746-2121 
www.saintstephens.org | Welcoming all faiths

Choose the right school 
 and put your kid on a roll 
                      from the start.
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By MICHAEL PASQUALE SASSO, Esq. 
Vice-Chair, The Florida Bar Family Law Rules 
Committee

The Florida Rules of Civil Procedure and the Florida 
Rules of Judicial Administration governed family 
law proceedings for many years. This concept 
seemed particularly logical after Florida became 
a “no fault” divorce state. The perception was 
that despite the emotional issues coming before 

the courts, dissolutions of marriage should be treated 
similarly to the breakup of a corporation or partnership. 
Over the years, the whole concept of “family law” has 
grown from simply being “divorce court” into a now 
distinct court that must find ways to handle a grow-
ing number of evolving social issues such as paternity, 
time-sharing and visitation, domestic violence, and 
enforcement proceedings. 

The Commission of Family Courts, which was created 
in 1990, recommended “that the Supreme Court require 
each judicial circuit to submit to the court for approval 
a local rule establishing a family division in its circuit or 
a means to coordinate family law matters that affect one 
family if the circuit or part of the circuit is of such limited 
size that it is unable to administratively justify such a 
division.” In Re: Report of the Commission on Family 
Courts, 588 So. 2d 586 (Fla. 1991).

As a result, creation of Family Law Rules of Proce-
dure began on April 29, 1992, when the Family Law 
Section (Section) of The Florida Bar petitioned the 
Supreme Court to establish a separate set of Family Law 
Rules of Procedure. The Supreme Court determined that 
Family Divisions should be established in all judicial 
circuits. The Section believed this action was taken to 
recognize family law cases as different from civil cases. 
Therefore, a separate set of rules to govern family law 
matters was appropriate. The Section also noted that 
each division of the circuit court had its own set of rules 
and it was, therefore, appropriate for family law proceed-
ings to have a unique set of rules developed by experi-
enced family law practitioners.

Consequently, the Court authorized development of 
separate family law rules and established the Family Law 
Rules Committee. The Court requested that The Florida 
Bar appoint the Committee and that an initial set of rules 
be submitted to the Court by Sept. 1, 1993. The Court 
also requested that the new Family Law Rules should 
preserve as much uniformity as possible with the Rules of 
Civil Procedure.

The original Family Law Rules Committee was 
appointed at the end of 1992 and began a series of 
monthly meetings on Jan. 14, 1992. Following review 

by the Board of Governors and publication for comment, 
the original report was submitted to the Court on Sept. 
12, 1994. The Supreme Court issued its opinion on July 
7, 1995. See In re: Family Law Rules of Procedure, 663 
So. 2d 1047 (Fla. 1995). The Committee’s rules proposal 
incorporated the Civil Rules into the newly created 
Family Law Rules that contained many technical and 
substantive changes. The proposal also contained rules 
unique to family law proceedings. 

Brief history of the Florida family law rules of procedure
The Court thereby amended the proposed family 

law rules to incorporate references to the Rules Of Civil 
Procedure. As a result of the Court’s action, one concern 
of the Family Law Rules Committee was the possibility 
of confusing general practitioners with differences that 
existed between the civil rules and the family law rules. 
Many of these differences were substantive and not 
merely stylistic.

The newly established rules, however, did contain 
rules unique to family law proceedings. For example, 
Rule 12.285, compelled mandatory disclosure of docu-
ments and information required at the beginning of a 
family law case. Rule 12.407 was also adopted, stip-
ulating specific restrictions on children attending, or 
testifying in, family law court proceedings. The Florida 
Supreme Court also incorporated “Simplified Family Law 
Forms” into the new set of Family Law Rules of Proce-
dure.

In 1998, recognizing that maintaining forms under the 
rule amendment provisions of Florida Rule of Judicial 
Administration 2.140 would be too cumbersome and 
time-consuming for a single entity, the Court divided 
responsibility for maintenance of the forms between the 
Family Law Rules Committee and the Office of the State 
Courts Administrator (OSCA).

Despite existence of a separate set of Family Law Rules 
of Procedure, family law practitioners encountered 
numerous difficulties in the practice of law in circuit 

court. When amendments were made to the Rules of 
Civil Procedure, they were applied automatically to 
family law cases, particularly in those family law rules 
that were cross-referenced or referred to in the Family 
Law Rules. For example, Rule of Civil Procedure 1.525, 
which governs time requirements for serving a motion 
for attorneys’ fees and costs, was adopted in 2000. 
The rule automatically applied to family law practi-
tioners, but many were unaware of its requirements. The 
unintended result was that family law attorneys were 
routinely denied attorneys’ fees and costs for failure to 
file a request within the specified time. See, e.g., Mook v. 
Mook, 873 So. 2d 363 (Fla. 2d DCA 2004). As a result 
the Family Law Rules were subsequently amended in 
2005 to provide that rule 1.525 did not apply in family 
law proceedings.

The rule-making process became increasingly diffi-
cult for family law practitioners, who were dissatisfied 
with being limited by the constraints of the Rules of 
Civil Procedure, which were often seen as being inade-
quate for unique needs of family law proceedings. More 
importantly, the Rules of Civil Procedure that did address 
family law cases became fewer as time passed. Limited 
representation of family law practitioners on the Civil 
Procedure Rules Committee continued to make adding 
family-related rules even more difficult.

Given this history and development of the Family 
Law Rules of Procedure, it became apparent to the 
Family Law Rules Committee that prudence necessitated 
having Family Law Rules separate from Rules of Civil 
Procedure. Moreover, the Committee observed that a 
growing number of self-represented litigants were partic-

FAMILY LAW

Family law 
practitioners 
were 
dissatisfied 
with being 
limited by the 
constraints 
of the Rules 
of Civil 
Procedure, 
which were 
often seen 
as being 
inadequate 
for unique 
needs of 
family law 
proceedings

See RULES, Page 9



we concentrate on the solution not just the problem

Board Certified - Business Litigation, The Florida Bar
1515 Ringling Boulevard, Suite 870 • Sarasota, FL 34236
Phone: 941.877.6347 • Fax: 941.404.4605
jchapman@johnchapmanlaw.com
www.johnchapmanlaw.com

• Estate and Trust Disputes
• Wills, Trusts and Probate
• Partnership/Shareholder/LLC Disputes
• Breach of contract/contract Disputes
• Employment Contract and Non-compete
    Agreement Disputes
• Con• Construction Law
• Commercial Landlord/Tenant Disputes
• Property Tax Challenges
• Creditor Representation in Bankruptcy
• Civil Appeals
• Civil MediationWittmer | Linehan  Sarasota County Bar Association Docket ad – 7/28/2016
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YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION

“Welcome!” Young lawyers in Sarasota 
should expect to hear this phrase often 
in the upcoming year. One goal of the 
Young Lawyers Division is to make 
sure that all new young lawyers in 
our community feel welcomed, and to 

let them know that the YLD is here to provide support 
as they undertake their careers. To that end, the YLD 
intends on making membership outreach a focus during 
the upcoming year, and I want to take this opportunity to 
welcome our new attorneys and encourage them to come 
out and get involved in the YLD.

In August, the YLD hosted a free Membership 
Appreciation Night at Cinebistro. Great events like this 
present a perfect opportunity for new members to get 
involved in the YLD in a relaxed, fun environment. As 
always, the YLD will also continue to present workshops 
and networking opportunities throughout the year. This 
past year, the Sarasota County and Manatee County 
YLDs held a joint networking event — the first joint 
event in many years. The event was such a success, and 
of such obvious benefit to both organizations, that we 
will be working with our friends and colleagues in the 
Manatee County YLD on another joint networking 
event. 

In addition to membership outreach, the YLD also 
continues to remain committed to civics education 
and outreach. The YLD annually participates in Law 
Week, in which local attorneys visit elementary school 
students throughout Sarasota County to talk about the 
legal profession, and the YLD hosts an annual Law Day 
Luncheon. The YLD will also continue to build on its 
participation last year as mentors and coaches for the 

high school Mock Trial competition. Volunteers from the 
YLD have also worked hard at putting together a Civics 
website — a supplement for 7th-grade students. The 
initial phase of the website is finally complete, and the 
YLD will be working in the coming year with Sarasota 
County Public Schools to present these online materials 
to students.

With all the activities that the YLD engages in over 
the year, it can be easy to lose track! However, the YLD 
has events scheduled the second Thursday of every 
month, so plan ahead.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
Adam Portnow for his dedicated service to the YLD 
Board, as our president over the past year. I would also 
like to thank our outgoing Board members, Margaret 
Good, Zack Buffington, Ilyas Sayeg, and Hagen Brody, 
for their service to the YLD. Finally, I want to thank our 
Committee and Event Chairs, who helped the YLD have 
such an amazing 2015–2016 year. What we do would 
not be possible without dedicated volunteers from the 
YLD.

This upcoming year will be filled with many 
challenges and opportunities. I am excited to have just 
recently been elected to the Florida Bar YLD’s Board 
of Governors as a representative of the 12th Judicial 
Circuit. I look forward to being able to work hand-in-
hand with the state YLD leadership to bring statewide 
initiatives and messages to our circuit, and to ensure that 
Sarasota County is an active affiliate in the YLD. As if I 
did not have enough on my plate, my wife Sierra and I 
are eagerly anticipating a baby boy in October. Although 
it will be a very busy year, I am confident that it will be 
successful with the help of an excellent board, including: 
Erin H. Christy, President-Elect; Erin Itts, Secretary; 
Amanda King, Treasurer; and Directors Jennifer Burns, 
Brian Goodrich, Cathleen Kenny, Rachel Didier, Christina 
Unkel, Robert Young, and Sara Castro.

We hope to see all our young attorneys at our 
upcoming events during the year. If you have any 
questions about how to get more involved, or have any 
ideas you would like to share with the YLD, please feel 
free to reach me at jbutler@dglawyers.com. 

Membership outreach 
will be a focus of 
upcoming year

Jesse R. 
Butler, Esq. 
Dickinson & 
Gibbons, P.A.

YLD  
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

By DONALD E. VINSON, Ph.D.,  
Vinson Litigation Finance

Complex commercial litigation 
is expensive, often prohib-
itively so. In recent years, 
litigation finance (LF) has 
emerged in sophisticated 
markets as an option for 

cases with a strong likelihood of 
success. For law firms, this form of 
funding can be a striking competitive 
advantage that directly facilitates 
high-value matter arrangements, 
strengthens existing client relation-

Litigation finance as a business development tool
ships, reduces firm risk, and gener-
ates increased profits.

Commercial LF entails a third-
party funder providing nonrecourse 
capital to fund legal fees and 
expenses and/or to raise funds for 
corporate purposes (operating costs, 
etc.) in exchange for a financial 
interest in the legal matter. If a claim 
is successful, the funder receives an 
agreed-upon portion of the claim 
proceeds. If a claim is unsuccessful, 
the funder is owed nothing.

While LF has its detractors (the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce has 

been particularly strident in its oppo-
sition), a favorable body of law has 
developed around the subject since 
the late 1990s. In a December 2013 
ruling by the New York Supreme 
Court, Justice Eileen Bransten 
wrote: “Litigation funding allows 
lawsuits to be decided on their 
merits, and not on which party has 
deeper pockets or stronger appetite 
for protracted litigation.” Lawsuit 
Funding LLC, et al. v. Lessoff, et al., 
2013 NY Slip Op 33066(u).

In 2011 the American Bar Associ-

THE BUSINESS OF LAW

Not only is LF 
here to stay, 
it has become 
a significant 
factor in the 
commercial 
litigation 
field.

See FINANCE, Page 9
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Frank Strelec, Esq.,  
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Jonathan E.  
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Simplify things for you, your clients and 
their loved ones.

The ART of Giving...A consignment 
store like 
no other!

Now Handling 
Off-site

ESTATES

Experience the ROYAL TREATMENT!
Not only will the Woman’s Exchange simplify the process by coming into your clients  
home, packing  and removing everything you wish to donate but we’ll also provide you 
with an itemized list detailing their gift.  There’s no charge for this service and you’ll 
have the added satisfaction of knowing your donation will be put to good use, benefi ting 
the  arts of our community for generations to come. 

The Woman’s Exchange also offers an option that pays clients 50% of the sale price.  
We use the most sophisticated system in the industry, which includes bar-coding 
merchandise even when conducting an off-site estate sales.

*Unfortunately, there may be a times when an estate does not qualify 
for the “Royal Treatment” program due to unsaleable merchandise.

12,000-square-feet fi lled 
to the brim with hidden yet 
affordable treasures like 
Baccarat Crystal, Tiffany 
Silver, Gucci, Prada, Chicos, 
14k-22k Gold Jewelry, 
high-end furniture, hand-
made Persian rugs and great 
household items.
• Volunteer
• Donate
• Consign 
• Shop
• SAVE!

A consignment store 
like no other!

An itemized tax donation 
slip will be provided. 

The Woman’s Exchange 
is a 501(c) 3

www.sarasotawex.com   539 S. ORANGE AVE   941-955-7859  
MON-FRI 9-4 & SAT 10-4    1st FRIDAYS TIL 5PM
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FAMILY LAW

ipating in family law proceedings 
and noticed how onerous it was for 
those litigants to navigate through 
three different rules sets (e.g. Rules 
of Judicial Administration, Rules 
of Civil Procedure and Family Law 
Rules of Procedure). The Committee 
believed that a set of Family Law 
Rules that would not be contained 
under the umbrella of the Rules of 
Civil Procedure would assist both 
practitioners and self-represented liti-
gants in understanding proper proce-
dural avenues to follow in family law 
court proceedings.

To accomplish this goal, the 
Committee created a subcommittee 
in 2012 to review existing Family 
Law Rules and their corresponding 
Civil Rules to amend the Family Law 
Rules in a way that would allow the 
proposed Family Law Rules to stand 
on their own. I was fortunate to have 
been one of four original Committee 
members to work on what turned 
out to be a massive, time consuming, 
and intensive project from its incep-
tion. 

The Family Law Rules Committee 
believes that the new rules reflect 
the specific needs of family law 

practitioners, taking into consider-
ation the needs of a large number 
of self-represented litigants. In the 
future, only two sets of rules will 
need to be referenced. Specifically the 
Family Law Rules of Procedure and 
in only a few instances, the Rules of 
Judicial Administration. The final 
work product is also consistent with 
Florida Supreme Court principles 
underlying the concept of a “unified 
family court” system. It also contin-
ues a commitment to ensure “that 
the court system manages its cases in 
a manner that will best resolve the 
issues facing families and children 
who come before the courts.” In Re: 
Amendments to the Florida Rules 
of Judicial Administration; In Re: 
Amendments to the Florida Family 
Law Rules of Procedure, 132 So. 3rd 
1114 (Fla. 2014).

The subcommittee that worked 
on this project, as well as the full 
Family Law Rules Committee, were 
both extremely mindful during the 
review and approval process to not 
amend any rule for the mere sake 
of revision, but to tailor the rules to 
the specific practice of family law, 

which is very often uniquely different 
from many areas of civil practice. 
In addition, the Committee has also 
been cognizant of unnecessary revi-
sions so as to ensure that case law on 
existing rules will remain applicable. 
Further, the Committee incorporated 
recent changes to the Rules of Judi-
cial Administration to ensure that 
the proposed rule amendments are 
consistent with rules that are primar-
ily of general applicability to the 
practice of law. The Committee also 
focused on the perceived needs of 
self-represented litigants by utilizing 
simplified language where appropri-
ate.

The proposed family law rules 
were published for comment on Aug. 
1 and Oct. 15, 2015. Comments 
were received from various attor-
neys, judges, magistrates and hearing 
officers. As a result of the comments, 
the Committee made revisions to 
various rules as appropriate.

At their December meeting, the 
Florida Bar Board of Governors 
approved the newly proposed family 
law rules for submission to the Flor-
ida Supreme Court meeting by a vote 
of 34–0. After submission to the 
Florida Supreme Court, the Court 
will then publish the entire family 
law rule set requesting comments 
within 30 days from the date of 
publishing. The Court will review 
all comments that are submitted and 
may want to hear oral argument 
before publishing an opinion. Three 
things may happen in the opinion 
issued by the Court. Specifically, 
approval without modification, 
approval with minor modifications, 
or rejection of the proposal to allow 
the Family Law Rules Committee 
to revise and resubmit the proposal 
after incorporating any objections 
or revisions made by the Court. A 
decision by the Court is not expected 
before Sept. 1.

FINANCERULES
Continued from Page 7Continued from Page 5
ation on Ethics 20/20 Information report to the House of 
Delegates supported LF as being in compliance with ABA 
Model Rules. That report was based on two years of 
exhaustive study. And in the United Kingdom, it is now a 
requirement for counsel to make clients aware of alterna-
tive financing options for civil actions.

Not only is LF here to stay, it has become a significant 
factor in the commercial litigation field. How can legal 
marketing professionals and practice group managers 
educate themselves and effectively differentiate their law 
firms by offering it as an alternative? The key message: 
LF is a viable alternative in helping your clients manage 
the costs and risks of pursuing legal claims. 

The best candidates for funding are eases with a 
number of qualities in common. Primarily, they are 
strong, meritorious cases with demonstrable economic 
value — typically over $500,000. They represent a signif-
icant burden to the client in terms of fees and expenses, 
but their potential upside far exceeds the costs. A broad 
range of firms, from litigation boutiques to larger, estab-
lished practices, can take advantage of the benefits of LF. 
Young partners can leverage LF to grow their client base, 
and larger firms can use it to balance risk across their 
caseloads.

To effectively leverage LF as an alternative fee 
arrangement offering, law firms must become educated 
on how LF works and the value a funder provides 
beyond financing. A very common concern for lawyers 
and their clients is that the funder will be directing the 
course of the litigation; however, funders have no role in 
developing strategy for how a matter is pursued.

In the first significant step to obtaining financing, a 
nondisclosure agreement is executed. Next, the merits 
of the case are vetted by the respective funder’s process, 
which typically utilizes non-privileged documents to 
permit an analysis of issues, case posture, and evidence; 
then, clients and relevant experts are interviewed. This 
vetting process constitutes another valuable benefit to 
LF: providing counsel and their clients a sophisticated, 
impartial, and critical review of the claims at issue. 
After the claims analysis, the general funding terms are 
discussed so all parties have a sense of what the structure 
of the deal will be, avoiding surprises later in the process.

Next, the funding agreement is finalized and signed. 
Disbursements to attorneys and related service providers 
are made in accordance with a predetermined disburse-
ment schedule or with litigation milestones. Reporting 
systems track expenses, and investment resolution takes 
place upon final ruling or settlement of the case.

For law firms, LF represents an innovative way to 
attract large matters by offering clients a strategic solu-
tion for pursuing legitimate claims they otherwise could 
not afford. Many companies are hesitant to pursue meri-
torious litigation due to the risk entailed in expending 
significant reserve or future capital. Third-party funding 
preserves an organization’s capital for core operations. 
Bringing LF to a client demonstrates sophistication and 
sensitivity to business goals on the part of the law firm 
and commitment to the relationship by offering a means 
for the client to share the risk of litigation. With a strong 
understanding of the LF process, lawyers can unlock 
opportunities their clients may have not even considered.

The Family Law Rules Committee 
believes that the new rules 
reflect the specific needs of 
family law practitioners, taking 
into consideration the needs of a 
large number of self-represented 
litigants
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SOUTH C OUNT Y DIVISION

INTELLECTUAL PROPERT Y LAW

South County lineup

It is my honor and privilege to be the president of the 
South County Division of the Sarasota County Bar 
Association. It is somewhat “deja vu all over again” 
in as much as I was the president of the Venice-Engle-
wood Bar Association many years ago when we were 
an independent organization. Much has changed since 

then!
When the South County Division started doing its 

planning for this upcoming year, I was surprised to learn 
that more than 120 active Florida Bar member attorneys 
list an office address in South Sarasota County. One of 
my goals is to get them involved in Bar activities. As for 
our activities, we have a full schedule planned for the 
upcoming year, beginning with our Kick-off Dinner on 
Sept. 20 at Mission Valley Country Club. We would love 
to see our “North County” brethren attend as well as our 
South County members. 

On Oct. 19, we will be hosting a South County Young 
Lawyer Happy Hour at one of our favorite local water-
ing holes. On Nov. 4, we will hold our ever-popular wine 
social at the historic Venice Train Depot. On Dec. 9, we 
will be hosting our South County Court Staff Apprecia-
tion Luncheon.

After taking a break over the holidays and in Janu-
ary, we come back with a wine social on February 16 at 
Venice Wine and Coffee. That will be followed by our 
popular sporting clay shoot and barbeque lunch at the 
Knight’s Trail Gun Range on March 3. On April 20, 
we will host a South County Bar Happy Hour in Engle-
wood in order to showcase what Englewood has to offer. 
Lastly, on May 16, we will conclude our year with a 
luncheon at the Venetian Golf & River Club. 

Stephen K. 
Boone, Esq.  
Boone, Boone, 
Boone & 
Koda, P.A.

SOUTH COUNTY 
PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

GOLF TOURNAMENT
The Sarasota County Bar Association 2016 Golf Tournament 
was held on Aug. 5 at Mission Valley Golf and Country Club. In 
First place, with a score of 58 was the team of Ted Eastmoore, 
Charlie Bartlett, David Wilder and Charles O’Neil. Second Place 
went to David Cornish, Mike Tutcher and Marty Ruane. Third 
Place went to Steve Ledbetter, Davie Ledbetter, Billy Rhodes 
and Mark Cummings. The Longest Drive went to Drew Solnoki; 
Mark Cummings won closest to the Pin, and Paul Hudson was 
the winner of the putting contest.

See TRADEMARKS, Page 14

We have an exciting and fun year planned. For those 
of you who have never attended a South County Bar 
function, they are always very entertaining! I invite all of 
you to attend any and all of our functions — I promise 
you, you will not be sorry!

or disparaging of a particular group. 
Distinctiveness is really the key 

to a trademark. If a mark is not 
distinctive, its use by others won’t 
cause confusion among consumers as 
to the source of the goods/services, 
so protecting a non-distinctive 
mark serves no purpose under 
trademark law. Marks can be 
inherently distinctive, by being 
fanciful, suggestive, or arbitrary 
terms or images. An example of a 
fanciful mark is “Kodak.” The word 
“kodak” has no meaning in any 
language, but identifies the company 
that makes the goods you used to 
buy before digital cameras. 

Marks that are not inherently 
distinctive may be capable of 
acquiring distinctiveness over time. 
This is referred to as acquiring 

secondary meaning. Surnames, 
colors, product design, trade dress, 
and geographic names fall under 
this category. An example of a mark 
with acquired distinctiveness would 
be “Entenmann’s,” which is just 
someone’s surname. But Entenmann’s 
has acquired distinctiveness through 
continued use in commerce over a 
long period of time. Now when you 
read “Entenmann’s,” you know I’m 
talking about the pastry that comes 
in the white box at the grocery. 
However, it is always better to be 
more creative in the trademark 
arena, and I sometimes recommend 
clients to basically come up with 
something more distinctive and 
creative. More fanciful or creative 
marks are a lot less likely to face 
initial rejection by the USPTO on 
the basis of being merely descriptive 
or confusingly similar to an existing 
mark. The application process, from 

filing to issuance, is about 12 to 18 
months.

The state of Florida has codi-
fied state trademark law in Florida 
Statutes Chapter 495. Registration 
of a mark under state law affords 
the owner of the mark statewide 
protection of the mark. The require-
ments for registration under state 
law are basically the same. For small 
businesses that solely do business 
in Florida with no ties to interstate 
commerce, this avenue makes a lot 
of sense because the application fees 
are a lot cheaper and applications 
are usually granted in 30 days. State 
trademarks have to be renewed every 
five years.

A mistake that attorneys often 
make when assisting a client in 
incorporating a new business is 
failing to check the USPTO website 
for federally registered trademarks 

TRADEMARKS
Continued from Page 1

Marks that are 
not inherently 
distinctive may 
be capable 
of acquiring 
distinctiveness 
over time.
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SECTION NEWS

REAL PROPERTY
Chair: Cynthia Riddell, The Riddell 
Law Group

The quicksand of Johnson v. Davis
Learn what needs to be disclosed 
by a seller of residential property. 
Florida-specific cases will be 
discussed along with their impact on 
what must be disclosed. Constructive 
knowledge and actual knowledge 
will also be addressed. The meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 14, 
at noon at Michael’s on East. Morgan 
Bentley of Bentley & Bruning, P.A. 
will be the course presenter. CLE will 
be provided. Sponsored by Chicago 
Title.

FAMILY LAW
Chair: Philip J. Schipani, Esq., 
Philip J. Schipani, P.A.

Complex issues in QDROs and 
defined benefit plans
On Sept. 15, Matthew Lundy, Esq., 
will be speaking to the Family Law 
Section about complex issues in 
qualified domestic relations orders 
and defined benefit plans. He will 
discuss how the plans get divided, 
death benefits, COLA increases 
and proper language for marital 
settlement agreements. 

The luncheon is being sponsored 
by Matthew Lundy, Esq. and will be 
held at noon at the Bijou Café. CLE 
will be applied for.

BUSINESS LAW
Chair: Przemyslaw L. Dominko, 
Esq., Hutton & Dominko, PLLC

Your client had a data breach, now 
what? 
The news regularly carries stories on 
data breaches, hacking, and ransom-
ware, often leading to significant 
business interruption, damages, 
damaged good will, and govern-
ment investigation. For business and 
legal reasons, every business needs 
to develop a cybersecurity plan to 
protect its computer system and to 
react when it’s hacked. 

The Business Law Section is 
pleased to welcome attorneys 
Douglas A. Cherry and Jarrod 
J. Malone of Shumaker, Loop 
& Kendrick, and Jeff Birnbach, 
managing director of Sylint Group, 
for a discussion on data breaches 
and cybersecurity. The presentation 
will be held on Thursday, Sept. 22, 
at Michael’s On East. Topics include 

how to plan for data breaches and 
what to do in the event of one, how 
and when to report a data breach, 
how to protect sensitive business 
information and advising clients on 
implementing data breach response 
plans. Time will be reserved for 
a Q&A session. We gratefully 
acknowledge the support of our 
sponsor, SouthTech. Representatives 
will be on hand to answer questions 
regarding cybersecurity and 
preventive measures.

ADR
Chair: Michele S. Stephan, Esq., 
Shapiro, Goldman, Babboni & 
Walsh

Avoiding grievances, litigation
A meeting of the ADR Section of 
the SCBA will be held Sept. 21 from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. at the Bijou Café. 
Cost is $30, payable to the Sarasota 
County Bar Association.

This month’s speakers will be D. 
Robert Hoyle, Esq., and William G. 
Christopher, Esq. They will give a 
presentation on “Best Practices to 
Avoid Grievances and Litigation 
Involving Mediator Misconduct.”

Two hours of CLE credit are 
pending approval by the Florida 
Bar. The course is also eligible 
for mediator self-reporting in the 
categories of two live hours of 
mediator ethics.

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE
Chair: Babette B. Bach, Esq., Bach 
& Jacobs, P.A.

Legislative update
The Estate Planning & Probate 
Section invites you to join us for a 
Legislative Update on Wednesday, 
Sept. 28. 

Attorney J. Allison Archbold will 
explain the new Florida Fiduciary 
Access to Digital Assets Act; review 
changes to the Florida Family Trust 
Company Act, Florida’s elective 
share law and the procedure for 
paying attorney fees from trust 
funds in breach of trust actions; and 
discuss the regulation of public and 
professional guardians, and the right 
of guardians, health care surrogates, 
proxies and attorney in facts to 
provide consent for and assist in the 
administration of medical marijuana. 

The meeting will be held at 
noon at Michael’s on East. We 
gratefully acknowledge our sponsor, 
Community Foundation of Sarasota.

CLERK’S C ORNER

Clerk’s office now 
accepting payment 
online for fines, fees

The Clerk and Comptroller is pleased to announce 
that starting in August, a new service option was 
made available to your clients: Online payments. 
This new payment-processing initiative allows citi-
zens to pay traffic and civil infractions, and crim-
inal fines and fees in full, online. Convenient and 

available 24/7, payments and can be made on Sarasota-
Clerk.com using any internet-enabled device; clients need 
only to have online access and choose a payment method 
to complete quick, easy and secure transactions.

Although we have always accepted credit card 
payments — and will continue to do so in our Customer 

Service areas, and by phone — this 
online option gives the flexibility of 
completing these transactions after 
hours, from home or office, on the 
road — and from another county or 
state, a plus for our out-of-county 
customers.

Users will be able to do online 
searches by name, citation, ticket 
or case number. If unable to locate 
their information with this initial 
portal search, they will be directed to 
ClerkNet, the Sarasota Clerk’s public 
access system, where more in-depth 
searches can be conducted. Payment 
options include Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, and Discover, 
as well as Apple Pay and electronic 
checks. After payment, transaction 
receipts can be printed, or received 
by email or text.

At this time, this new online service accepts payments 
in full. Partial payments will continue to be accepted 
using another options, such as visiting our Customer 
Service offices in person, or making a phone payment.

Our third-party vendor for this online service, a 
nationally recognized electronic payment provider, 
conducts business with more than 2,000 judicial and law 
enforcement customers across the nation, and provides 
this e-payment service to several other Florida Clerks of 
the Circuit Court.

We look forward to offering this enhanced service, 
and providing additional payment options for your 
clients as well as efficiencies in our payment processing.

CLERK’S 
CORNER

Karen E. 
Rushing 
Clerk of Court 
and County 
Comptroller
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DICKINSON & GIBBONS, P.A.
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as well as searching on the Florida State Division of Corporations 
website (www.sunbiz.org) to see if a state trademark, fictitious 
name, or similar business name already exists. Clients can run into 
big problems with infringement and dilution issues if they start a 
business under a trade name that is already registered to someone 
else. You do not want to have to tell your client that they are going 
to have to re-brand their new business after they have already 
invested a ton of money getting it off the ground.

Owners of trademarks have common law rights that vest simply 
by using the mark in commerce. Use of a mark over time develops 
distinctiveness of the source of goods/services. But registering 
trademarks is simply a good business decision. Registration can 
protect profits and prevent dilution of the brand by competitors. 
Registration clearly identifies the owner of the mark and can save 
a business from long, expensive litigation over who owns what. 
Possible remedies for trademark infringement and dilution are also 
much stronger for registered marks. And unlike patents, the term 
of a registered trademark is indefinite. By continuing to use the 
mark in commerce and paying the maintenance fees to keep the 
mark active, trademark protection will continue to live on.

Copyright law protects works of art, including: literary works; 
musical works; dramatic works; pantomimes and choreo-
graphic works; pictorial, graphic, and sculptural works; motion 

pictures and other audiovisual works; sound recordings; and archi-
tectural works. A copyright gives the author or artist the exclusive 
right to make and sell copies of their original work, the right to 
create derivative works, and the right to display or perform their 
work publicly.

Copyright law, as well as patent law, is rooted in Article I 
section 8 of the U.S. Constitution, which states “Congress shall 
have power…to promote the progress of science and useful arts, 

by securing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive 
right to their respective writings and discoveries.” Copyright law 
is codified in U.S.C. Chapter 17. In order for a work to be protect-
able under copyright law, the work must be an original work of 
authorship fixed in a tangible medium of expression. Copyright 
protects the creative expression of an idea, and not the idea itself. 
The purpose of copyright is to promote the free flow of ideas. This 
creativity aspect of copyright bars protection of pure facts and 
other natural phenomena. It is a pretty low standard. 

Copyright filings are handled in the U.S. Copyright Office 
(USCO), a department of the Library of Congress. The term of a 
copyright is generally 70 years after the death of the author, after 
which time the work becomes part of the public domain. As with 
trademarks, copyright registration is just a good business decision, 
and affords much stronger remedies than relying on common 
law rights. Copyrights enjoy the cheapest filing fees compared to 
patents and trademarks. The registration process is likewise more 
expedient compared to patent and trademarks. 

The government’s purpose in allowing for registration and 
protection of intellectual property is to promote innovation and 
creativity, and for the most part I still believe that to be true, 
despite all of the patent trolls and copyright trolls out there trying 
to make a cheap buck. Registration of IP, as I explain to my clients, 
puts the world on notice, and serves as the owner’s ticket to federal 
(or sometimes state) court to enforce the owner’s exclusive rights, 
as well as granting the inventor/owner/author/artist exclusive 
rights to benefit from the fruits of their brain.

Obviously, there are a lot of nuances in intellectual property 
law that were not addressed in Part One and Part Two of this 
article. Hopefully, this will serve as a primer and will give you 
enough ammo to sound like you know what you’re talking about 
when a client has a basic question about what type or types of IP 
they will need for their business to thrive.

Continued from Page 11
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CLA SSIFIED ADS

n Williams Parker is pleased to 
announce that Super Lawyers has 
named the following lawyers as 
top attorneys in Florida for 2016: 
John T. Berteau, Ric Gregoria, 
Michael J. Hartenstine, Carol L. 
Myers, William M. Seider, Jeffrey 
T. Troiano, Kimberly P. Walker, and 
David A. Wallace. In addition, the 
following Williams Parkers lawyers 
were named as Florida Rising Stars: 
Douglas J. Elmore, Rose-Anne B. 
Frano, Jennifer L. Grosso, Rich-
ard C. Lawrence, and James-Allen 
McPheeters.
 
n Williams Parker is pleased to 
announce that Florida Trend 
magazine has named the following 
attorneys to its 2016 Legal Elite list: 
Charles (Charlie) D. Bailey, III, Ric 
Gregoria, Patrick W. Ryskamp, Mark 
A. Schwartz, and Kimberly P. Walker. 
Additionally, Zachary B. Buffing-
ton, Elizabeth P. Diaz, and Jennifer 
L. Grosso were named to Florida 
Trend’s 2016 Up and Comer list.

n Marital and family law attorney 
Michael L. Resnick, president and 
founding partner of the Sarasota 
law firm Syprett, Meshad, Resnick, 
Lieb, Dumbaugh, Jones, Krotec 
& Westheimer, P.A., was recently 
honored by Cat Depot, when the 
no-kill, homeless cat facility named 
an exam room after him. 

n Attorney Michelle Lajoie 
Hermey has received Sarasota High 
School’s “Outstanding Adult Volun-
teer of the Year” award from the 
2015–2016 Sarasota County School 
District’s Volunteer & Partnership 
Program. She has been a volunteer 
at the school for the past three 
years and was recently recognized 
for her contributions of time and 
expertise serving as a director for the 
SHS Association of Dramatic Arts. 
Hermey is a shareholder with the 
Sarasota law firm of Fergeson, Skip-
per, Shaw, Keyser, Baron & Tirabassi, 
P.A.

n Berlin Patten Ebling, PLLC is 
proud to announce that attorney 
William C. McComb has been selected 
to be part of the 2016 Super Lawyers 
Florida Rising Stars list, an honor 
reserved only for those lawyers who 
exhibit excellence in practice and are 
in the top 2.5 percent of practicing 
young attorneys in the state of Flor-
ida.

NEWS OF NOTE

OFFICE SPACE
1432 1st St. near Whole Foods.  Large office 
with separate office for assistant. Use of 
conference rooms, full kitchen, parking spot, 
phone system and utilities included.  Join 
3 other attorneys, cross referrals possible. 
$1,300 per month. Call Kevin at 374-1362.
Estate planning law firm in the downtown 
BB&T bank building (1800 Second Street) has 
2 offices available and 2 shared conference 
rooms.  Ideal office for a solo practitioner 
with one staff member.  $1,600 per month.   
Contact Beth Waskom at (941) 484-3000.

EMPLOYMENT
Downtown Sarasota law firm seeking full-
time experienced legal assistant to assist 
multiple attorneys with doc prep, time entry, 
witnessing, client reception, phone calls, 
calendaring, and other responsibilities. 
Experience in tax, estate planning, and probate 
preferred. A positive attitude, high accuracy 
and document production skills, multi-tasking 
abilities, and absolute dependability are 
essential. Florida Notary required. Salary 
commensurate with experience. Competitive 
salary and benefits package. Respond to 
Fergeson Skipper et al., P.O. Box 3018, 
Sarasota, FL 34230; or info@fergesonskipper.
com; Attn.: Firm Administrator.
Legal assistant experienced in estate planning, 
probate and corporate matters wanted for 
Sarasota law firm.  Please send resume to 
Srqlawgroup@gmail.com.

n Grossman Roth and Partridge, trial 
lawyers devoted to achieving justice 
for people and businesses damaged 
by other’s negligence or misconduct, 
today announced the addition of 
Julian Catala as a new associate with 
the firm.

n Patricia D. Crauwels has become 
a Fellow of the American College of 
Trial Lawyers, one of the premier 
legal associations in America. The 
induction ceremony at which Patricia 
D. Crauwels became a Fellow took 
place before an audience of approxi-
mately 570 persons during the recent 
Spring Meeting of the College in 
Maui, Hawaii.

n William Partridge, partner at 
Grossman Roth and Partridge, trial 
lawyers devoted to achieving justice 
for people and businesses damaged 
by other’s negligence or misconduct, 
has been named Sarasota and Mana-
tee County’s 2016 Personal Injury 
Lawyer of the Year by Best Lawyers, 
the oldest and most highly respected 
peer review guide to the legal profes-
sion worldwide. This recognition 
marks the tenth time Partridge 
has received an award from Best 
Lawyers.

n Sarasota attorney Cynthia “Cindy” 
Clark, who focuses her practice on 
Estate Planning, Elder Law, Probate, 
and Trust Administration, has 
merged her practice with Tannen-
baum Law Group. Tannenbaum Law 
Group has offices in downtown Sara-
sota and St. Petersburg (by appoint-
ment only). Cindy leads the firm’s 
expanding estate planning and elder 
law practice.

n Richard R. Gans, a shareholder in 
the law firm of Fergeson, Skipper, 
Shaw, Keyser, Baron & Tirabassi, 
P.A., has been named a 2016 Florida 
Legal Elite by Florida Trend maga-
zine. This is the ninth consecutive 
year he has been selected as a Florida 
Legal Elite by his peers.

n Hunter G. Norton, partner at 
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP, has 
earned his Florida Bar Board Certifi-
cation in Business Litigation, making 
him one of only 255 attorneys in the 
Florida Bar to hold this certification. 
Hunter’s practice focuses on all types 
of business litigation as well as coun-
seling clients through the litigation 
process.

n Daniel R. Strader, an associate 
in the Sarasota office of Shumaker, 
Loop & Kendrick, LLP, presented 
“New Overtime Pay Rule — What 
You Need to Know” to a full house 
at The Greater Sarasota Chamber 
of Commerce on Aug. 3. Dan’s law 
practice focuses on employment 
law litigation and counseling, repre-
senting employers in a wide variety 
of employment claims, including 
wage and hour litigation, discrimi-
nation claims, contract disputes and 
enforcement of restrictive covenants.

n For the fifth consecutive year, 
Super Lawyers has selected Sarasota 
real estate attorney Nancy Cason 
to its 2016 Florida Rising Star list. 
Cason is a partner of the Sarasota 
law firm Syprett, Meshad, Resnick, 
Lieb, Dumbaugh, Jones, Krotec & 
Westheimer, P.A. Her colleague at 
Syprett Meshad, associate attorney 
Derek Eisemann, who received his 
Juris Doctorate in 2011 from Barry 
University School of Law, was also 
selected to the list. Only 2.5 percent 
of lawyers in the state are selected 
for the Rising Star honor.

William C. 
Strode, Esq.
1929-2016

Maureen Avila, 
Esq.

1969–2016

IN MEMORIAM

Roy Dean, Esq. 
1931 – 2016
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LEGAL AID OF MANA SOTA

BAR A SSO CIATION NEWS

By PAMELA FIELDS, Esq. 
Pro Bono Coordinator, Legal Aid of 
Manasota

Legal Aid of Manasota Inc. 
would like to say THANK 
YOU to all of the attorneys in 
Sarasota and Manatee counties 
who have provided pro bono 
services to low-income clients 

in our two counties. We greatly 
appreciate your service, no matter 
how large or small. Every hour, 
or even every half hour, makes a 
huge difference in the lives of our 
low-income clients. 

Every year, Legal Aid of 
Manasota gives a special honor to 
those attorneys who have given 20 
or more hours of pro bono service. 
The Young Lawyers Section of the 
Florida Bar graciously provides us 
with lapel pins to give as thank-
you gifts to all these attorneys. 
Each attorney also receives a letter, 
suitable for framing, from the 
Supreme Court of Florida thanking 
them for their service. Those who 
provide 100 or more hours of pro 
bono service receive a personally 

Legal Aid honors attorneys  
for their pro bono service

Justice would make her the second 
African-American and third woman 
to serve as Chief Justice. 

Justice Quince is actively 
involved in her community and 
has won numerous awards and 
honors for her service, including 
the Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Florida Bar’s Government 
Lawyer Section and induction into 
the Florida Women’s Hall of Fame. 
Justice Quince is a member of New 
Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
and is active in Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Jack and Jill of America, 
the Urban League and the NAACP. 

We are pleased to announce that 
BMW of Sarasota is sponsoring the 
dinner.  

2016 Pro Bono Awards
100+ Hours
Morgan Bentley
Ron Collier
William Drumm
John Ferrari, Jr.
Stanley Krawetz
Janella Leibovitz
Neil Lyons
Regina Menda
David Morrill
Hal Munter
Gary Parker
David Schoenthaler
Neil Scott
Tyler Stall
Michele Stephan
Anne Stinnett
Jim Turner

50-99 Hours
Laurie Baker
Kevin Bruning
Paul Cherry
Patricia Fradley
Ralph Friedland
Michael Harshman
Oliver Janney 
William Kowtko
Anthony Manganiello
Alyssa Nohren

Richard ‘Bart’ Ray
Matthew Rheingans
Rob Young

20–49 Hours
Andrew Boyer
Adam Bragg
James Burgess, Jr.
Maureen Chiofalo
Peter Collins
Michael Foreman
Arthur Ginsburg
Michael Greenberg
Michele Grimes
Joseph Herbert
James Horne, Jr.
Tom Icard
Steven Johnson
Dana Keane
Jason Lessinger
Christopher Likens
Robert Lyons
Lindsey Ann Meshberger
Anthony Mowry
Daniel Policastro
Sari Reegler
Carmen Rojas Rafter
David Simon
Patrick Songy
Joseph Springer
Stanley Swartz

addressed letter from the Supreme 
Court. 

In addition, several special 
awards were given out at our award 
ceremony this past June:

Judge Robert B. Bennett, Jr.  
Pro Bono Excellence Award
n William Drumm, Esq.

Outstanding Service  
by a Law Firm
n Bentley & Bruning P.A.

Emeritus Attorney Award
n Gary Parker, Esq.

Heroes Among Us Service Award
n Sarasota County Bar Young 
Lawyers Division

Liberty Bell Award
n Barbara Parker

The following represents each 
new member’s name, law 
school, date of admission to 

The Florida Bar, and law firm 
association. 

n Stephen S. Berlin: University of 
Florida, 1995; Berlin Law Firm.

n Caroleen B. Brej: University 
of Florida, 2011; Maglio, 
Christopher & Toale.

n Alisa M. French: Stetson 
University, 2015; Fergeson, 
Skipper, Shaw, Keyser, Baron & 
Tirabassi.

n Danielle N. Peterson: University 
of Florida, 2016; Attorney at Law.

n Alexander G. Platt: University of 
Florida, 2015; Dunlap & Moran.

n Justin W. Roberts: University of 
Florida, 2014; Hultman Sensenig 
+ Joshi.

n Charles F. Wheeler: University 
of Florida, 1969; Isphording, 
Bechtold & Sharrer.

n Adam Wright: Temple 
University, 2014; Office of the 
State Attorney.

Welcome, new members! Continued from Page 1

MEETING

Florida Supreme 
Court Justice 
Peggy Quince
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A look back at the 2015-2016 Bar Association year



 

The Sarasota County Bar Association 
 

Graciously requests the honor of your presence at the  
INSTALLATION DINNER AND AWARDS CEREMONY 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 
 

Sarasota Yacht Club 
6:00 p.m. ~ Social Hour 

7:00 p.m. ~ Dinner 
 

SWEARING-IN CEREMONY  
PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL AWARDS 

Installation Dinner & Annual Awards Ceremony 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 ● $55.00 per person 

 
 Name:       Check No:  
 
 Guests Name:      Check Amt:  
 
 Email Address:      Phone:  
 

 
Entrée Selections 

(If also registering a guest(s), please indicate by putting name next to meal selection.) 
 

        ____  Chicken Marsala 
        ____    Glazed Salmon 
        ____    Grilled Vegetable Stack 
    

 
Reservation Deadline: Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

Mail with payment to: SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230 
“No Shows” and Reservations Canceled Within 48 Hours of Event Will Be Invoiced 

 
 
 
____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services.  To ensure availability of  
appropriate accommodations, attach a general description of your needs.  We will contact you for further coordination.  

Keynote Speaker: 
 

Justice Peggy A. Quince 
Florida Supreme Court 

 

Exclusive Sponsor for this event is 



 
The ADR Section of the  

Sarasota County Bar Association 
presents 

ADR Section Meeting 
Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

Bijou Cafe 
$30.00 p/person 

 
   Name:           Check Amt.   

   Email:           Check No.    
 

Entrée Selection 

____ Chicken Paillard 

____  Mushroom Ravioli 

_____  Caesar Salad w/ Blackened Shrimp 
 

Deadline for reservations: Wednesday, September 14, 2016 
Mail with payment to SCBA, PO Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230 

“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced. 
 
 ____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services.  To ensure availability of  
 appropriate accommodations, attach a general description of your needs.  We will contact you for further coordination.  

Speakers: 
 

Bob Hoyle, Esq. 
William Christopher, Esq. 

 
 

Two hours of  CLE Credit are pending approval by the Florida 
Bar.  The course is also eligible for mediator self-reporting in 

the categories of  two live hours of  mediator ethics.   

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 
5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

Bijou Cafe 
1287 1st Street 

“Best Practices to Avoid Grievances and 
Litigation Involving Mediator Misconduct”  



Business Law Section 

presents 

“Your Client Had a Data Breach, Now What? 

 Expert Advice on Mitigating the Consequences  

and Protecting the Brand.” 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 
12 noon to 1:00 p.m. 

Michaels on East 
 

Doug Cherry, Esq. 
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP 

 

Jarrod Malone, Esq. 
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP 

 

Jeff Birnbach 
Sylint Group 

 The Florida Information Protection Act of 2014 
 What to do in the event of a data breach 
 How and when to report a data breach 
 How law firms can protect themselves and their clients from data breaches 
 How to protect your personal information 
 Advising clients on implementing data breach response plans 
 

Business Law Section Meeting 
Thursday, September 22, 2016 

$30.00 p/person 

 

 Name         Check #    

 Email         Amount    

    Please indicate if you require a vegetarian meal  

   

Deadline for reservations:  Thursday September 15, 2016 

Mail with payment to: SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230 

“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced. 
 

 ____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services.  To ensure availability of  appropriate accommodations, attach a general  

description of your needs.  We will contact you for further coordination.  

Topics Covered: 

CLE Applied For We gratefully acknowledge 

our Sponsor 



Estate Planning and Probate Section  
Presents 

“Legislative Update” 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

12 noon to 1:00 p.m. 
Michael’s on East 

Estate Planning & Probate Section Luncheon 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

$30.00 p/person 
 

Please indicate if you require a vegetarian meal _____ 

  Name:          Check No.     

 Email:          Amt. Of Check:    

  Deadline for reservations:  Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

Mail with payment to SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230 

“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced  
  

 ____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services.  To ensure availability of  
 appropriate accommodations, attach a general description of your needs.  We will contact you for further coordination.  

Presented By 

J. Allison Archbold, Esq. 
Fergeson, Skipper, Shaw,  
Keyser, Baron & Tirabassi 

 

Attorney J. Allison Archbold will explain the 
new Florida Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act; 

review changes to the Florida Family Trust Company 
Act, Florida’s elective share law and the procedure 

for paying attorney fees from trust funds in breach of 
trust actions; and discuss the regulation of public and 

professional guardians, and the right of guardians, 
health care surrogates, proxies and attorney in facts 

to provide consent for and assist in the administration 
of medical marijuana.  

CLE has been Applied For. 



“The Quicksand of Johnson V. Davis” 

Wednesday, September 14, 2016 

12 noon to 1:30 p.m. 

Michael’s on East 

Real Property Section  

Wednesday, September 14, 2016 
Michael’s on East ~ $30.00 p/person 

 

        Name:       Email:  

      Check Amount:     Check No:  

           

    Please indicate if you need a vegetarian selection ______    Other dietary restrictions  
 
 

Deadline for reservations is Wednesday, September 7, 2016 
Mail with payment to: SCBA, PO Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230 

“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced. 
 
_____ Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services.  To ensure availability of appropriate accommoda-
tions, attach a general description of your needs.  We will contact you for further coordination.  

Morgan Bentley, Esq. 

Bentley & Bruning, P.A. 

 Learn what needs to be disclosed by a seller of residential property 

 Florida specific cases will be discussed along with their impact on what must be disclosed 

 Constructive knowledge will be discussed 

CLE has been applied for.  

The Real Property Section 
Presents 

We gratefully acknowledge 
the support of our Sponsor 



Thursday, September 15, 2016 

12 noon to 1:00 PM.  

The Bijou Café 

1287 1st St  

 Family Law Section Meeting 
Thursday, September 15, 2016 

The Bijou Cafe 
$27.00 p/person 

  
 Name: ______________________________________  Check No: _________________ 

 Email: ______________________________________  Check Amt: ________________ 

Entrée Selection 

   _____   Chicken Caesar Salad 

   _____   Shrimp Patricia  

   _____  Mushroom Grilled Cheese 
 

Deadline for reservations: Thursday, September 8, 2016 
Mail with payment to: SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL, 34230 

“No Shows” and reservations canceled within 48 hours of event will be invoiced. 
  

____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services.  To ensure availability of appropriate accommodations, attach a 
general description of your needs.  We will contact you for further coordination.  

 Dealing with state and municipal plans 
 Survivor Benefits 
 Cost of Living Increases 

Presented By: 

Matthew Lundy, Esq. 

CLE has been applied for. 

“Complex Issues in QDRO’s  

and Defined Benefit Plans” 

Topics to Include: 



South County Annual “Kickoff” Dinner 
Tuesday, September 20, 2016 ● $36.00 per person 

 
 Name :       Check No:  
 
 Guests Name:      Check Amt:  
 

Entrée Selections 
(If also registering a guest (s), please indicate meal selection for each.) 

 
   ____ Grilled New York Strip   
   ____ Honey Mustard & Ginger Glazed Salmon 
   ____ Chicken Florentine  
   ____ Vegetarian Selection    

 
Reservation Deadline: Tuesday, September 13, 2016 

Mail with payment to: SCBA, P.O. Box 507, Sarasota FL 34230 
“No Shows” and Reservations Canceled Within 48 Hours of Event Will Be Invoiced 

. 
 

 ____Please check here if you have a disability that may require special attention or services.   
To ensure availability of appropriate accommodations, attach a general description of your needs.   

We will contact you for further coordination.  

Tuesday, September 20, 2016 
 

5:30-6:30 ~ Social Hour 
(Cash Bar) 

6:30 ~ Dinner 
 

Mission Valley Country Club 
1851 Mission Valley Blvd. 

Nokomis, FL 34275 

The South County Division 
of the Sarasota County Bar Association 

 

Cordially Invites You to Attend the  

Installation to be conducted by: 
Judge Donna Padar Berlin 

Annual  “Kickoff” Dinner Meeting 

Guest Speaker 
Karen E. Rushing 

Clerk of Court  
and County Comptroller 

“Update From The Clerk of  Court” 

We gratefully acknowledge 
the support of our Sponsor 



The Sarasota Chapter of the
FLORIDA ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN LAWYERS

Presents:

MARKETING, NETWORKING & COMMUNICATION 
STRATEGIES EVERY LAWYER NEEDS TO KNOW

(3 Hours CLE pending approval)
Nationally Recognized Speakers:

Renee Frigo Graeff: Co-founder of Lucini Italia.  Past Director of Community Development 
for Slow Food Miami. Music industry marketing marvel, working with I.R.S. Records, SBK/EMI 
Records, Sony Music Publishing and entertainers Wilson Phillips, Smokey Robinson and Jesus Jones.  
Renee has been featured on CNN, The Oprah Winfrey Show and in Time Magazine.  

Andrea Nierenberg: Called a “networking success story” by The Wall Street Journal, Andrea 
Nierenberg is founder of The Nierenberg Consulting Group which focuses on the communication skills 
that impact the bottom line and to attract and retain more business. Andrea is the author of seven 
business books— Nonstop Networking: How To Improve Your Life, Luck and Career; Million Dollar 
Networking: The Sure Way to Find, Grow and Keep Your Business; Savvy Networking: 118 Fast & 
Effective Tips for Business Success; “Networking for College Students and Recent Graduates”; 
"Business Networking for Veterans"; "Essential Networking-Tips, Tools and Tactics You Can Use";  
and "Network Like You Mean It- The Handbook for Business and Professional Networking".

Robin Fernandez, NCC, PCC: Executive director/leadership coach at Nature of Being.  Robin 
is a certified coach/graduate of Coaching for Personal and Professional Mastery.  She is a credentialed 
member of the International Coach Federation. Robin has been an independent contractor for 
BusinessWeek magazine and Integrated Marketing Technology as well as working as a corporate trainer 
for Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment, BBC Worldwide, BusinessWeek, Primedia, Weider 
History Group, and United Healthcare Publications. 

OCTOBER 13, 2016
Sarasota Yacht Club 

1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
$36.00

RSVP by October 3, 2016 http://fawlcle.eventbrite.com
For more information contact: Alexis Rosenberg, Esquire 941.373.6777


